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AMERICAN LEGION 

POST 233 

As we enter the summer months, I am always 

surprised at how little is said on the lead TV news 

report or the front page of the newspaper about 

the significance of two of our major holidays:  

Memorial Day and the 4th of July.  The focus from 

the news media always seems to be on how many 

activities are planned for entertainment and fun; 

or how many people will be traveling for the 

holidays; or some other insignificant fact. 

A month ago, we celebrated Memorial Day which 

is a day set aside to recognize all those who gave 

their lives to insure the safety and security of our 

country.  However, the focus at the time seemed 

to be on retail or automobile sales, picnics and 

the “beginning” of summer.  Yes, there were a few 

events that were held that did recognize those 

who made the ultimate sacrifice to ensure that 

our country would remain free for all to enjoy the 

“sales” and “beginning of summer fun.”   But, 

instead of our entire nation focusing on the 

purpose of Memorial Day, I believe that most folks 

just continued on with their lives as if nothing 

else mattered.  

In a few days, we will again be celebrating the 4th 

of July which recognizes the birth of our nation.  

However, instead of remembering the sacrifices of 

the few who were willing to give of themselves to 

serve their country to insure our freedoms, the 

focus again is upon picnics, fireworks and sales of 

merchandise.  Sure, there will be some events 

which do recognize the birth of the greatest 

nation in history; but, more likely than not, the 

focus will again be upon the “fun” and not the 

reason for the holiday itself.     
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I am talking about this because this is one of the 

missions that we as Legionnaires have to 

accomplish:  insure that our nation never forgets 

what the cost of freedom really is and why these 

holidays were designated as “national holidays.”  It 

is our responsibility to keep reminding our nation 

why we cannot afford to lose sight of the reason 

for these holidays.  Once we start forgetting, then 

we will start losing everything that our nation 

represents; and the sacrifices of those veterans 

who served before us will be lost forever.  We have 

an obligation to keep reminding our nation why 

freedom and liberty are so costly and why they 

need to continue to support our veterans and our 

service members who are serving now as we did 

then. 

So, Legionnaires, please enjoy the “holidays, and 

the sales, and the travel,” but, never let anyone 

forget why they are so lucky to have these days to 

enjoy.  And remember, without you, we have no 

American Legion.  May God bless our veterans, our 

service members, our families and the United 

States of America.  

 

James Carmona 

Post Commander 

jamescarmona@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

James Carmona 

Post Commander 



 

Page 2 

 

American Legion #233 

  

Fellow Legion Members,   

Here we are about to start another membership year 

at Post 233.  Most of us know that July starts our 

year off with new officers and it's the time to renew 

our membership.  July 4th this year marks my tenth 

year as a member of the American Legion and I 

know that I picked the best Legion in the state of 

Georgia if not the whole southeast.  As your Senior 

Vice Commander this year, I would like your 

thoughts on how we can get more participation 

from our membership.  We ended the year with 765 

members.  The Executive Committee was proud of 

that count because it is a realistic number. I 

struggle with this number because I often 

had thoughts that with greater numbers come more 

post participation, but this is not true with our 

numbers.  As the old statement goes, "build it and 

they will come".  Well this simply just has 

not happened since our renovation.  Our leaders at 

Post 233 have built the best looking post in the 

south but our membership just has not been able to 

attend for one reason or another.  If we could get 

20% membership (152 members) turn out at most 

events to go along with the community turnout 

our/your post would be very successful!  I hear of 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 

40/8 

On behalf of 40/8, on 7/14 we will install officers 

Roger Decker as Chef De Gare with Paul Williams as 

Chef De Tran with slate of officers. As the outgoing 

Chef De Gare, I would like to give a special thanks to 

Jack Wade for correspondence, Dennis Lester for the 

children coat drive and Ken Lucier for the financial 

support. 

 
George Hinkle, Chef De Gare 

other posts across our great nation where the 

American Legion has a grill similar to our Patriots’ 

Grill and daily activities same as our post but 

they are full of members and patrons from their 

community.  This leads me back to the question 

"Why do we not have a better turn out?”  What are 

we doing wrong?  Better yet what can we do to 

change this decline of membership 

participation?  As most of you know I am very 

passionate about our Post 233 and do not mean to 

offend anyone, so if you will please send your ideas 

to me by email at dsmauldin@aol.com or on paper, 

you may want to pass along your ideas to me at the 

post when you attend another function.  I will be 

happy to talk with you but really need your ideas in 

print.  Also, if we have missed a talent you have that 

can help solve this problem please contact me.  I 

mentioned that I have been a member of the post 

for ten years but also an officer with either the 

Riders or the post itself for that amount of time 

also.  I may have failed you by not recognizing this 

problem until now.  So please help me in becoming 

a better leader at our post by helping solve our 

problem of low numbers on participation. 

Stan Mauldin, Sr. Vice Commander  

 

By Stan Mauldin 

 
 

By George Hinkle 

 

 

 

American Legion Riders volunteering at 
the Car Show on the Town Green. 

mailto:dsmauldin@aol.com
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Featured Events In July: 
 

4th – Annual 4th of July BBQ: Stop by the Post between 11:30am and 2:00pm to 
enjoy a specially made BBQ lunch.  BBQ will also be available during the 
Saturday night dance. 
 

11th – ALR Pancake Breakfast: From 8a to 11a support the American Legion 
Riders, stop in for a pancake breakfast for only $5.  Children 4-12 pay only $4 
with 3 and under Free. What a delicious way to help the Post continue its 
efforts in supporting various charities! 
 

Each and Every Month: Line Dancing Lessons every Saturday from 6:30pm to 
7:30pm.  Every 3rd Monday at Bingo it’s Guys Night Out.  Every 3rd Wednesday 
at Bingo it’s Girls Night Out. Free Hot Dog and Soft Drink with the purchase of a  
bingo card. 

 

Web References: 

 www.gapost233.com 

 www.military.com/discounts?ESRC=house.nl  

 www.post233alr.com 

 www.legion.org/hamradio 

 www.kroger.com/communityrewards 

 www.facebook.com/gapost233 
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 Another year has come and gone and the Auxiliary 

Unit has received many awards at the Department 

Convention over the weekend.  This year our 

trophies and plaques are too numerous to mention 

here, but you can see them in the Auxiliary room at 

the Legion home.  Congratulations to all of the 

Chairmen of the various committees whose work 

and reports reflect what a great unit we have and 

who won trophies or plaques. 

New Department and District Officers were elected.  

Our unit’s Anitia Owens has risen to be the 2nd 

Vice President of the Department.  She will be in 

charge of Membership for the Department.  It 

would be great if her unit could achieve 100% 

membership before December 31.  It was 

mentioned at the Convention that that Trophy has 

never been given to any unit.  If you recruited a 

new member last year, encourage them to stay in 

the unit as a member, become involved, and help 

make our unit a great one. 

Our unit won two awards which I mention here. They 

have never been won before.  Our Beatrice Carmona 

was awarded Unit Member of the Year from the 

Department’s Past Presidents Parlay Committee.  It 

was my pleasure to nominate her, and I’m happy for 

her.   Also, Karen Holcombe’s Past President’s Parlay 

Report won 1st Place.  That is also a first for our unit.  

Ladies, keep up the good work. 

 

 

By Kathy Brown 

 
 

Auxiliary  

Sea Cadet’s Report 
By Instructor Kim Ferrell, USNSCC 

 
 
Happy Independence Day 2015!  The Cadets of the 

233rd Seabee Battalion have been very busy this 

summer.  On the 4th of July the Cadets 

volunteered at the Legion's Annual4th of 

July BBQ.  They always enjoy meeting the Legion 

members and helping out in any way they 

can.  The barbeque lunch is always a favorite as 

well.   

 Some of you may have noticed that we had fewer 

Cadets helping out this time.  This is due to the 

fact that several of our Cadets have been away on 

Summer Trainings.  The 233rd Cadets have/will 

travel to the following installations: RT at NAS 

Pensacola, Camp Pine Valley and Camp Dodge in 

Iowa.  League Cadet Orientation at NAS Whiting 
Field and NS Mayport.  Marksmanship Training at 

Latimer, TN and Leadership Training at Georgia 

College.  Officers and Cadets also staff trainings 

at NSS Kings Bay and in Middle Florida. 

 The 233rd will resume its normal schedule 

on 15-16 August.  Until then, keep an eye on 

that cannon up front...it will soon be looking a 

bit sharper! 
 

Unit Member of the Year 

Beatrice Carmona from Post 233 
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Each month we have an opportunity to support 

the Post!  Join us at the Post on July 4th from 

11:30a to 2p for our annual 4th of July BBQ Lunch 

(see flyer on Page 6).  Sign up your Kroger 

Rewards Card to benefit American Legion Post 

233.  Register your card at 

www.kroger.com/communityrewards.  It is no 

cost to you at all and the Post can gain support    

 

 

By Michelle Lynch 

 
 

City of Loganville 
Independence Day Celebration 

June 27, 2015 
American Legion Post 233 

Color Guard, Riders & Boy Scout #535 

Support Report 

through this program.  Visit the website for more 

information and sign up today. Support the 

events hosted by various Legion groups (see 

event calendar on Page 3).  Through you our Post 

will thrive and grow stronger.  With you we can 

continue to support the local clubs and charities 

that we do each month. 
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