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AMERICAN LEGION 

POST 233 

Our American Legion is a nonpartisan organization 

and is prohibited by our Legion constitution from 

endorsing political candidates and political parties.  

However, recently, our National Commander, 

Michael Helm, rightly stated that the “criticism of 

Senator John McCain’s service as a Vietnam War 

veteran is outside the bounds of normal political 

discourse.”  What concerns me is that too many of 

our citizens fail to realize that it is because of the 

few who have taken the oath to serve in the military 

that the average citizen can go about his/her daily 

life without concern about an enemy taking away 

their freedoms.   

At our American Legion Post, we have a small 

memorial to recognize those prisoners of war who 

suffered, and the missing in action who continue to 

suffer, at the hands of our enemies.  We must never 

forget that these service members took an oath to 

protect our country.  They never took an oath to be 

forgotten by their country or to have their service 

ridiculed or minimized. 

I mention this, because I believe it is a responsibility 

for all Legionnaires to stand up and support all of 

our veterans and service members regardless of 

their period of service and regardless of their 

military assignment or military specialty.  In 

particular, we have to stand for those who were 

killed, wounded or captured from enemy action 

whether that action occurred in some foreign 

country or on our homeland.  Are these service 

members some type of hero, or extraordinary 

citizen, or someone very special?  No, they were and 

are just regular people who saw a need to devote 

part of their life to the defense of our nation.  

 

 

I could go on, but it takes more than one voice to 
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It is very difficult to try to describe to someone 

who has not worn the uniform what is expected of 

a service member who takes the oath to defend 

our nation.  Many of you remember having to 

memorize and understand “general orders” and 

the Geneva Convention and other requirements of 

a service member.  One thing that has never 

changed is that regardless of their military 

specialty or their branch of service, every service 

member was and is expected to be able to pick up 

his/her weapon and defend our country wherever 

they may be assigned.  And, if ever captured by 

the enemy, only give their name, rank and service 

number.   

I could go on, but it takes more than one voice to 

continue to tell others that they have an obligation 

not to denigrate our veterans and our service 

members.  Instead, we all have an obligation to 

continuously remember and thank those who have 

served before us and those who are serving now.  I 

urge all of our members to continue to do all that 

you have been doing and we will be successful in 

our efforts.  May God bless our veterans, our 

service members, our families and the United 

States of America.  

 

James Carmona 

Post Commander 
jamescarmona@bellsouth.net 
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Thanks for reading your newsletter this 

month.  Your elected officers are trying our best to 

get as much information to Post 233 members as 

possible. In past months we were hoping to save 

Post funds by using email and various other social 

media.  But after asking at last meeting how many 

had read or even received your newsletter I for one 

was surprised with the few positive 

responses.  Because of the small number of positive 

responses, we decided that we would mail the 

August 2015 newsletter to all the members of our 

Post, our Auxiliary and SAL.  By making this decision 

to mail a newsletter we hope more information will 

reach all members.  However, if you do not have 

email, we are asking that you contact either myself 

or one of the other Post officers to let us know that 

you want your newsletter mailed to your 

home.  Remember that this is your Post and we 

need to keep you informed and involved.  Let us 

know how you feel in a note or by attending the 

meetings and voice your feelings on the newsletter. 

 On another note, after reading a note from our past 

National Commander, Mike Helm, my wheels started 

turning.  He talked about how strong our youth 

programs are nationally. 

Most all these programs we too participate/support 

like Legion Baseball, Boy's State, Scouting programs, 

Champs Program, DARE, JRROTC, Sea Cadets, Civil 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 

Air Patrol and many more youth programs and 

school support.  But without your support we can 

neither keep these programs strong nationally nor 

at Post level.  Remember there is strength in 

numbers!  So if you already participate or serve on 

these Legion programs (or any other program) that 

benefit our Post or our local youth I say thank 

you.  If you don't, please consider volunteering.  If 

you feel that in any way you can help our Post 

continue to support our efforts contact me at my 

home at 770-978-1739 or dsmauldin@aol.com.  

Also, we need your support on the membership 

committee, special events committee or lastly any 

workshop committee.   We are looking for 

volunteers for the Veteran Informational Workshop 

this year on Saturday, Nov. 14th.  Information 

regarding the committee meetings will be discussed 

at the next Post meeting.  If you would like to serve 

on any of these committees contact me.  Any and all 

members will be welcomed to serve on any of these 

committees.  Think about serving your Post, I 

promise you will feel better by doing so and maybe 

just make an impact on someone's life. 

 

Stan Mauldin 

Sr. Vice Commander  

dsmauldin@aol.com 

 

By Stan Mauldin 

 
 

We are updating the member database. If you 

have not been receiving emails from "Adjutant Post 

233" then we do not have your email address. Please 

send an email to post233adj@comcast.net with your 

email address on it so we may add you to our list. 

We send our newsletter out by email to members 

with computers to save postage costs. If you do not 

have a computer, then let us know and we will mail 

you the newsletter and other important notices. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

Adjutant Notice 
By Ron Nelsen 

 
 

Rider support for fallen hero, Lance Corporal Skip Wells 

in Woodstock, GA.    Photo Credit: Joe Leeper 

mailto:post233adj@comcast.net
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Featured Events In August: 
 

8th – ALR Pancake Breakfast: From 8a to 11a support the American Legion 
Riders, stop in for a pancake breakfast for only $5.  Children 4-12 pay only $4 
with 3 and under Free. What a delicious way to help the Post continue its 
efforts in supporting various charities! 
 

22nd – ALR BBQ: From 6p to 11p support the American Legion Riders, stop in for 
a BBQ Dinner for only $6 per person.  After your dinner, stay and enjoy our 
Saturday night live band, N2U! 
 
Each and Every Month: Free Line Dancing Lessons every from 6:30pm to 
7:30pm.  Come by before our Saturday night dance and learn a new dance! 

 

 
Web References: 

 www.gapost233.com 

 www.post233alr.com 

 www.kroger.com/communityrewards 

 www.facebook.com/gapost233 
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The July 4th Barbecue was delicious this year.   If 

you were not there, you really missed some good 

eating.  That day we also renewed memberships for 

57 ladies.  Thank you for giving us a good head 

start toward our membership goals.  National has 

set new deadlines and percentages this year, so the 

earlier you renew your membership will help us 

make the goals that National has set for our unit.  

On August 4th we will have new elections for 

officers, come and support with enthusiasm for the 

Auxiliary and the work being done for veterans and 

other programs.  Volunteers are needed for all 

Chairmanships and Programs.  The young ladies we 

sponsored at Girls State will be returning on August 

4th to tell us of their experience.  Madison Locke, 

the Past Presidents Parlay Scholarship candidate we 

sponsored will be the recipient of some scholarship 

money from the Department this year. 

Every Georgia veteran with honorable service during 

the Vietnam War is eligible to receive the Vietnam 

War Certificate of Honor.   

Each certificate is personalized with 

the Vietnam War veteran’s name, rank, branch of 

service, dates of service printed over the Seal of the 

State of Georgia and includes the official U.S. 

Department of Defense’s Vietnam War 

Commemorative Partner logo.   

To apply, please bring or send a copy of your  Form 

DD214 to Commander Carmona by August 15, 

2015.  If you have questions please call 770-466-
4728. 

By Kathy Brown 

 
 

Auxiliary  

Rider’s Report 
By Eddy Simpson 

 
 
With the long hot days of summer upon us your 

Riders are standing tall. We are at the forefront of 

so many missions and at times it gets hard to keep 

up with all that we do. Some of the missions are 

upbeat and just a real joy to participate in some 

not so much but we are needed. We even hold a 

pancake breakfast for everyone the 2nd Saturday of 

each month. The Community gets to see who your 

Legion Riders are and who doesn’t love the sounds 

of Motorcycles roaring on the city streets. This 

past week alone we supported your American 

Legion Baseball teams on the day of opening 

ceremonies. On August 1st we l participated  in the 

Old Soldiers Day Parade which is such an awesome 

site to see and stood in honor for our fallen 

Brother Skip Wells. 

The Legion Riders stand tall for everyone, we stand 

tall for those who can’t, and we stand for their 

Post we represent. When a Veteran has fallen we 

all feel the loss. It’s the riders who show up in 

mass amounts to stand in honor of a fallen soldier. 

It’s the riders who stand in what feels like 100 

degree heat without blinking an eye. We do this 

because we are passionate about what we do. We 

support each other. We are here support you. 

When Lance Cpl. Skip Wells was laid to rest this 

past week most of the Riders from all areas had no 

idea who he was. That didn’t stop anyone from 

what they were doing to honor this soldier. Those 

who could have gone did those who could not 

mourn.  I guess for me it’s the brotherhood that is 

so special.  

We rely on our brothers and sisters to support us 

as much as we support everyone we can. Let’s take 

a moment to think back as to why all of us became 

Legion members and what it meant to look others 

in the eye. We all had that feeling of belonging. It’s 

not too late to get that feeling back. Be active 

come back to the Post support everyone who has 

worked so hard to make our Post the best in the 

State of GA. Every person helps and you might just 

surprise yourself with a new energy and feeling of 

belonging again, and hey the food is pretty terrific 

in our Patriots Grill. 

belonging again, and hey the food is pretty terrific 

in our Patriots Grill. 

 

Eddy Simpson 

Jr. Vice Commander and ALR Director 

esimpson@transforce.com 

 

Vietnam War Certificate of Honor 
By Michelle Lynch 
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The Post is beginning to slowly get back on its 

feet financially.  There are always unexpected 

setbacks financially in any business or household.  

Our Post is no exception.  The trick is to spend 

less than gained.  As in your household, this can 

be a problem if a balance is not established and 

maintained.  

This month we have been able to pay a fair 

portion of the long-term debt we owe Legacy 

State Bank for the renovations.  The more 

involvement we have by our members attending 

events and spending a little money on food and 

drink the more we are able to continue in our 

efforts to pay down the debt.  

The goal is to be debt-free by next year. If the 

Bingo games, money from the machines, and the 

dances continue to improve we will meet this 

goal. Bear in mind we still have bills to pay as a 

normal course of events, and there are always 

repairs and maintenance that occur for any 

structure such as ours. The executive committee 

is always looking for ways to raise funds and cut 

costs that will enable us to find the relief we seek 

from debt for the Post.  

 

This past month a generous member donated a 

check of $500.00 to the post.  He is our Post 

Chaplain, a man who quietly goes about serving 

others through the post activities and the Knights 

of Columbus at his church.  I’m sure all join me in 

expressing our thanks for his generous donation.  

I would like to encourage the members of the 

post to follow his lead.  Every donation is tax 

deductible.  

 

In closing, the post is a place of gathering socially 

for all, but it must be all who support the 

financial status for it to remain fiscally solvent. 

We do not own the post as long as there is a debt 

to the bank.  I encourage you to be a part of the 

solution.  Support the activities by attending 

those events you can.  Make a one-time donation 

or contribute on a monthly basis.  Our dues are 

$25 per year.  Only $5 comes back to the post. 

By Fritz Siler 

 
 

Finance Officer Outlook 

This past month a generous member donated a 

check of $500.00 to the Post.  He is our Post 

Chaplain, a man who quietly goes about serving 

others through the Post activities and the Knights 

of Columbus at his church.  I’m sure all join me in 

expressing our thanks for his generous donation.  

I would like to encourage the members of the 

Post to follow his lead.  Every donation is tax 

deductible.  

In closing, the Post is a place of gathering socially 

for all, but it must be all who support the 

financial status for it to remain fiscally solvent. 

We do not own the Post as long as there is a debt 

to the bank.  I encourage you to be a part of the 

solution.  Support the activities by attending 

those events you can.  Make a one-time donation 

or contribute on a monthly basis.  Our dues are 

$25 per year.  Only $5 comes back to the Post. 

The Post needs your financial support.  What will 

you do to help your Post flourish once again?  

Come to the meetings and find out how you can 

help.  Your Post needs you. 

 
 

Support Report 
By Michelle Lynch 

 
 Each month we have an opportunity to support the 

Post.  You will find that there is something for 

everyone (see Event Calendar on Page 3).  Why not 

enjoy yourself while supporting the Post!?!? 

This month we need to once again register our 

Kroger Plus Cards to benefit American Legion Post 

233.  The card must be registered to support 

American Legion Post 233 each year in August.  

Register your card at 

www.kroger.com/communityrewards.  It is no cost 

to you at all and the Post can gain support through 

this program.  Visit the website for more 

information and sign up today.  

 

Through you our Post will thrive and grow 

stronger.  With you we can continue to support 

the local clubs and charities that we do each 

month. 
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In Memory of 

Skip Wells 
April 29, 1994 - July 16, 2015 

Obituary 

 

Lance Corporal Skip Wells, age 21, of 

Marietta, passed away July 16, 2015. 
Skip was an E-3 in the United States 

Marines, having joined in Nov. 2014, 
and was with the 3rd Battalion, 14th 

Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, 
Marine Forces Reserve. He had 

received the National Defense Service 
Medal and a Certificate of Appreciation. 
 

Installation 
Of 

Officers 

2015 -2016 
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