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Our first golf tournament was held at Cedar Lake Golf Course and it was a success due in large part to 
the work of George Hinkle.  We cleared over $2500.00; but, most important is that the players had a 
great time and we had many sponsors.  We expect our 2017 golf tournament to be even bigger and 
better.   
 
We have eleven young men scheduled to attend Boys State in June.  This is a great opportunity for 
them to learn about our state and local governments and how democracy works for all.  Again, George 
Hinkle was the lead on this event and he will be one of the primary instructors at Boys State.   
 
Our next big event is Ride for America (RFA) on Monday, May 30, 2016.  Our ALR Chapter is doing a 
tremendous job in getting sponsorships and participants for this great event which should be the 
biggest one ever.  Don’t forget that our Post will be hosting a BBQ lunch after the ride, so plan on 
attending this luncheon and sharing in the success of this event.   
 
RFA is also a good lead-in to our July 4th BBQ.  We are planning to serve 500 luncheons on both days. 
So, there is ample opportunity for you to come out for some fun days while helping us serve our 
community.  Remember that many volunteers make the work easier and the events more fun!     
 
Although we have been around for almost 100 years, folks often ask about the American Legion and 
what we do.  It is easy to let them know that our Post 233 is one of the most active Posts in the State 
and Nation and that we play a vital role in our community.  When you consider that we sponsor scouts, 
sea cadets, baseball, Boys State, Junior ROTC, civil air patrol, CHAMPS, Special Olympics and other 
school programs; provide assistance to needy veterans and others, render honors for our deceased 
veterans, provide general support to our community, and on and on, it is just amazing that some folks 
do not know who we are and why we are still serving.  Regardless, we will continue to charge onward 
and one day, everyone will know why the American Legion is here and why we are such an important 
part of our community.  With your help, this will happen.  
 
You may have noticed that we are having more folks ask to use our American Legion Post for 
meetings, weddings, birthday parties, etc.  We do offer the use of our Post for such events for a 
reasonable rental fee.  We have found this to be another way to serve our community and to make 
more folks aware of our American Legion mission and our Post activities.  
 
Don’t forget that we will have our Post elections at our June 7, 2016 meeting.  If you would like to 
nominate a member for one of the seven elected Post offices; or, if you want to nominate yourself, 
please contact Ralph Mullens, our Nominations Committee chairman. 
 
Thank you for being a member of our American Legion Post 233.  May God bless our veterans, our 
service members, our families and the United States of America!   
 
James Carmona 
Post Commander 
jamescarmona@bellsouth.net 
 

Commander’s Column 
By James Carmona 
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As you have seen on page 1 and read in the Senior 
Vice Commander’s report, May is a BIG month for 
Post 233 and our American Legion Riders.  We hold 
this event each year to raise funds to support our 
post charities, with a major focus on the National 
American Legion Legacy Fund.    The success of 
RFA has allowed Post 233 to donate tens of 
thousands of dollars to the Legacy fund.  Last year 
alone we provided a check to the National 
Commander for $11,000.00.   
 
This year we have a special guest speaker, Mr. Bill 
Ayers.  Bill lost his son, Jonathan during an 
operation in Afghanistan a few years ago.  
Jonathan, an honor student at Shiloh High School, 
was the Cadet Commander of the Junior AFROTC 
while at Shiloh.  His one dream was to serve our 
country. Because of his actions, Jonathan saved 
many of his brother in arms lives that day.  
Jonathan’s actions were acknowledged with the 
posthumous award of the Silver Star.  If you are 
available on Monday, May 30th, please join us at the 
post for the RFA event and share in Bill’s 
remembrance of his son. 
Thank you; 
Jim Dennis 

 American Legion Rider’s Report 

Fellow members, 
May marks the month of one of the largest events we 
hold every year at Post 233,  Ride For America 
(R.F.A.).  See page 1 
 
R.F.A. is now eighteen years young !  It was just a 
little over eighteen years ago when I was first 
introduced to the late Gary Lemonds and yet it seems 
like yesterday when Gary asked me in March 1998 if I 
thought we could start R.F.A.   At that time I really 
had my doubts how well it would be accepted.  Now I 
wish that the buddies that introduced me to Gary had 
spoken about how big of a dreamer he was then and 
I'm sure still would be.   
 
Now many year later, with the support of you the 
members, the Post 233 Legion Riders, our local town 
folk, the surrounding counties' supporters and all of 
the other volunteers, R.F.A. is the successful dream 
that we had back in those beginning years.  As many 
of you can remember, the first R.F.A. had forty seven 
motorcycles and this year with a blessing of a sunny 
day we should have well over a thousand 
participants.  I know that many of you understand that 
it takes   "ALL OF US"   to make yet another Memorial 
Day and R.F.A. go off smoothly.  So please, help us 
remember those that have paid the ultimate price for 
the freedoms that we all enjoy every day.  You can go 
to www.rideforamerica.org  for any info you may have 
or simply call me at home 770-978-1739 or cell 404-
922-2457.  As Uncle Sam says "WE NEED YOU" !!! 
 
Membership is going really good so please keep 
telling your friends what a great American Legion 
Post we have at Post 233 and please keep inviting 
them to become members or simply bring them to our 
post for one of our fun activities. Thank you for 
making our post the best !!! 
 
Stan Mauldin  
Sr. Vice Commander            

 Senior Vice Commander Report 
By Stan Maudlin 

By Bea Carmona 

Our Unit 233 has been very active with annual 
reports, election of officers and other Post and Unit 
activities.  This month, we will have our National 
President, Sharon Conatser, visiting our State and 
our District from May 10 to May 12, 2016.  She 
arrives on May 10 and will be the guest of honor at a 
dinner being hosted by Unit 77 in Conyers at 6:00 
p.m.  On May 12, President Conatser will lay a 
wreath at Moina Michaels’ gravesite.  There will be a 
luncheon at Unit 64 in Monroe at 12:00 p.m. after 
the wreath laying ceremony.  All Unit 233 members 
are invited to these events.  At our June 7, 2016 
meeting, we will be installing our officers for the 
2016-2017 membership year.  Please attend and 
show your support for these dedicated Unit 
members.   
 
For God and Country,   
Bea Carmona 
1st Vice President, Unit 233 

 Auxiliary Report 

By Jim Dennis 
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May 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 2 

SAL Meeting 
 
Weeknight 
Bingo 
 

3 
Post 233 
Meeting 

4 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

5 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

6 
Karaoke 
Contest 
 
Cruise In 
 
Interstate 
Poker 

7 
Dance with 
Band N2U  

8 
Sunday Bingo 

9 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

10 
Auxiliary 
National 
President 
Visit 

11 
Weeknight 
Bingo 
 
Auxiliary 
National 
President Visit

12 
Weeknight 
Bingo 
Auxilia 
ry National 
President 
Visit 

13 
Karaoke 
Contest 
 
Cruise In 
 
Interstate 
Poker 

14 
Dance with 
Country River 

15 
Sunday Bingo 

16 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

17 
ALR Meeting 
 

18 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

19 
Weeknight  
Bingo 

20 
Karaoke 
Contest 
 
Cruise In 
 
Interstate 
Poker 

21 
Dance with 
Ron Kimble 

22 
Sunday Bingo 

23 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

24 
 

25 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

26 
Weeknight  
Bingo 

27 
Karaoke 
Contest 
 
Cruise In 
 
Interstate 
Poker 

28 
Dance with 
Joe Olds 
Band 

29 
Sunday Bingo 

30 
Ride For 
America 
 
Weeknight 
Bingo 

31     


