
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Have you ever thought about our American Legion Preamble and its significance? 
There are some key phrases that remind me of the oath that we took when sworn 
into the military.  As we enter into a new membership year, I think this is an 
appropriate time to reflect on our American Legion Preamble and remember why our 
organization is so critical to our Nation.  Please take a few minutes and read our 
American Legion Preamble and a brief description of its eleven clauses.  This is why 
our membership in the greatest veterans’ organization in the world is so important to 
our Nation and our family.    
Our American Legion Preamble:  “For God and Country, we associate ourselves 
together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the 
United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a 100-
percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in 
the great wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state 
and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make 
right the master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and 
transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate 
and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.”   
 
Here is a better description of the eleven clauses of our preamble that I have found: 
  
(1) FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER:  This is the 
introduction.  It declares that the American Legion recognizes the influence of 
Almighty God in all worthwhile endeavors – and declares the allegiance of 
Legionnaires to both God and Nation.  First things have been put first.  All that 
follows is in conformity. 
(2) TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA – The Constitution of the United States is the written bulwark of our free 
way of life and representative government.  It is our guarantee of liberty, freedom, 
justice and democracy.  Members of The American Legion bore arms – went to wars 
– to defend and uphold this document of freedom.  
(3) TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER – Without law and order, liberty would become 
freedom used irresponsibly.  Law and order protect our pursuit of happiness, one of 
our God-given rights.  Members of The American Legion served in wars to uphold law 
and order among nations.  It is just as important to maintain the due processes of law 
in our domestic affairs.  It binds Legionnaires to obey the laws of the land and to 
support the constituted authorities in enforcing those laws.  It means the citizen 
must never take the law into his own hands!          (Continued on Page 5) 
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By: Stan Mauldin 

 

Fellow Members, 
  
This year seems to be flying by as we are into September already. 
We have quite a number of events this fall so please continue to visit our post web site for the special dates.  Please 
remember, if you want to get involved in making these events a success you can call, email or drop by our post to 
volunteer. 
  
Our membership is growing every week and I'm grateful that over 350 have renewed your membership.  Our 
membership goal is 739 this year.  Each post's goal is set by the district and our goal is the largest inside the 10th 
District!  We must, as members, be constant in our endeavors to grow our membership.  Please keep looking for those 
young at heart veterans that can continue to keep our post strong.  On Saturday Aug. 20th I had the opportunity to 
volunteer at another post in the 10th district.  I'm proud to say that not only did I learn a few things but I also had an 
enjoyable day with fellow Legionnaires.  Please don't misunderstand me, I'm not saying that we need to go around 
looking to use ourselves up working at other posts but after all they were raising funds to support Vets and the big 
picture is just that, helping vets.  That is one of the American Legion Posts goals.  I think it is a good idea to keep an eye 
out to see how others have fun.  As I stated just last month "Having fun is contagious" I'll bet if more of us have fun at 
the Legion others will hear about our fun and want to join in on that fun. At the time of this contribution to our 
newsletter I just got out of a meeting with the mayor of our great city and a few of our officers.  We were told the 
reason they wanted to visit our post was because Loganville's American Legion is the best in Georgia.  Ask yourself 
"why did I join the Loganville American Legion” If you can't remember, then lets chat. 
  
Stan Mauldin 
Sr. Vice Commander 

 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 
 

 

 

By Thom Williams  

Website Highlight for August – Flickr Photos 

We maintain a section of the site for "Other Events". This area is set aside to provide information about events 

that we think our members might find interesting or informative.  These can be community events, events at 

nearby posts, or even patriotic events in other states if we believe some of our members might travel to them.  

Like all of the website, this section works best when the members bring us content.  If you know of events 

outside our post that may be of interest and should be added email webmaster@gapost233.com 

Webmaster 

mailto:webmaster@gapost233.com
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By Barbara Wade  

On August 21, 2016, eleven of Unit 233’s members attended the Tenth District meeting in Conyers, Georgia at Post 
77.  Installation of officers was held, and Department Historian Valerie Brown-Debro did the installation.   Installed 
were:  June Moore, President, Unit 32, Covington; Barbara Wade, 1st Vice President, Unit 233, Loganville; Kristine 
Alexander, 2nd Vice President, Unit 109, Hartwell; Anitia Owens, Treasurer, Unit 233, Loganville; Helen Nelson, 
Historian, Unit 583, Eatonton; Dean Willard, Chaplain, Unit 32, Covington; Aneisa Howe, Sergeant-at-Arms, Unit 
110, Monticello; and Yvonne Smith, Sergeant-at-Arms, Unit 332, Social Circle.  We were honored to have our 
Department President Miriam Stein attend the installation and subsequent meeting.  Unit 233 received the 
rotating membership awards for highest number of Unit members present at the meeting, and highest percentage 
present based upon memberships in to department. 
 
Three of our members, Anitia Owens, Bea Carmona and myself are traveling to Cincinnati, Ohio to attend the 98th 
National American Legion Convention.  Georgia’s own Dale Barnett will be concluding his year as National 
Commander. 
 
Our Unit has several projects planned for the next several months including helping with Friday night dinner-
dances; visiting our schools delivering supplies; attending the Fall Festival at Georgia War Veterans Home in 
Milledgeville; anniversary dinner; working our poppy program; Thanksgiving baskets; children’s’ Christmas party; 
Operation Toy Soldier; Secret Santa program; gift shop at Milledgeville; gifts for residents at Milledgeville; packing 
boxes for our soldiers overseas; and others.  A personal thanks to all our ladies who help work these programs; 
without you that would not be possible.  
 
Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be September 6th, looking forward to seeing all of you there who can 
attend. 
 
For God & Country, 
 
Barbara Wade 
Unit 233 President 
 

 Auxiliary Report 
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 Legion Rider’s Report 

 

 
 

By Eddy Simpson 

Director 

 

Riders report   
American Legion National Commander Dale Barnett of Georgia led the 11th annual American Legion Legacy Run 

from the organization’s national headquarters in Indianapolis to the 98th American Legion National Convention 

in Cincinnati in August 2016. 

The Legacy Run began in Indianapolis with a gathering of riders on Saturday, Aug. 20. The American Legion 

Legacy Run is one of the largest multistate, multiday cross-country motorcycle events held in the United States. 

More than 500 motorcyclists and passengers are expected to participate in the five-day event. 

On Aug. 21, Commander Barnett accompanied the Riders through Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, 

Alabama, Georgia and Ohio on the way to the site of the National Convention in Cincinnati.   

The Purpose of the Legacy run has been to provide scholarship funds for children whose parents lost their lives 

while serving our country since 9/11. There have been recent changes to the eligibility requirements enabling 

combat related injured soldier’s children to now qualify for assistance as well. 

 The American Legion and the Legion Riders offer support through the Legacy Scholarship Fund. As you know 

locally our own Ride for America each Memorial Day has provided much needed funds to this great cause. 

About one third of all donations from GA are from your Post 233 alone with donations roughly 50K over the past 

6-7 years. 

Our fight is never over, we fought then for those behind us and are now fighting to provide futures for those so 

deserving.  Please support your post functions it’s because of you and that support we are able to touch so 

many lives. 

 

Eddy Simpson 
ALR Director Post 233 
Post 233 Jr. Vice Commander 
esimpson@transforce.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:esimpson@transforce.com
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(Continued from Commander’s Column on page 1) 

 
(4) TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A 100 PERCENT AMERICANISM – Americanism is the gist of the American 
ideals of freedom, justice, individual rights and unfenced-in opportunities.  It embraces all the freedoms we 
cherish and all the rights that are guaranteed to us.  It is the very opposite of hatred, bigotry and intolerance.  
Americanism is the creed that has blazed the world-wide trail for justice, fair play, decency, belief in God, 
private enterprise, universal education, and progress in all human endeavors.  It puts a premium on the virtues 
of loyalty, patriotism, hard work and thrift. 
(5) TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS IN THE GREAT WARS –  Service in 
defense of America is the greatest experience in the lifetimes of all veterans.  Recalling the highlights of that 
service means more than flashbacks to tense moments of excitement and danger in battle, the grime of muddy 
trenches, the perils of sub-infested oceans, the combats in the wild blue yonder.  It means also the un-erasable 
recollection of the comradeship, the bravery of pals, the teamwork, the sacrifices, the miseries and hardships of 
military campaigns shared in common.  It means the bond that binds all ex-servicemen and women together in 
mutual affection, respect and gratitude.  It also means keeping green forever the memories of the supreme 
sacrifices of gallant American patriots, sacrifices necessary to the winnings of wars.  It means faithful annual 
observance of Memorial Day and Veterans Day.   
(6) TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION TO THE COMMUNITY, STATE AND NATION – Always 
interested in building a better nation, the founders of the American Legion believed that such building must 
start first with the individual in his own community.  So they made it one of the cardinal principles of the 
American Legion te that sense of personal obligation to the community, state and nation into the individual 
citizen.  That means educating the citizen – young, old and future – in his and her responsibility to be active in 
making the hometown a better place in which to live, in discharging the duty of voting in elections, in paying 
taxes promptly, in contributing to community chest funds and to blood banks.  The word “inculcate” means “to 
impress by frequent admonitions” and “to enforce by frequent repetitions.”  Like the duties themselves, the 
reminders that they remain to be carried forward, are never finished.   
(7) TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH THE CLASSES AND THE MASSES – This clause places the Legionnaire 
on the side of right in opposing autocracy by either class or mass when this threatens.  In a democracy such as 
ours, composed as it is of all nationalities, races, creeds and economic groups, there are bound to both classes 
and masses.  Indeed, the masses are composed of classes – but all groups within the mass must feel assured 
that in this nation, reason and fairness will prevail in all human  activities and relations.  There must be no 
hyphenated Americans – just Americans all.  
(8) TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT – All wars from the veterans of which The American Legion draws 
its membership were started by dictators who wanted their might to be the right.  If human freedom is not to 
perish from the earth, right must always be master of might.  The rights of small nations must be protected 
against the tyranny that powerful neighbors may seek to impose on them – just as the rights of minorities in our 
society must be protected and respected.  Our belief in enthroning right over might is the main essence of our 
ideological conflict with Communism today.  Legionnaires are pledged by this clause always to stand with the 
right, protect the weak and preserve the liberties of the individual.  This concept is the basis of The American  
Legion’s continued advocacy of a strong national preparedness so as to achieve the ideal situation that right will 
be backed by adequate might.  
(9) TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOOD WILL ON EARTH – Until all the world becomes a good neighborhood, 
Legionnaires must continue the effort to promote peace and good will on earth.  It is in pursuance of this 
founding ideal that The American Legion has supported from the beginning and seeks to strengthen the United 
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Nations organization.  Obliquely, The American Legion also contributes to this ideal by firmly supporting a strong 
national defense to discourage breaking of the peace by aggressor.   
(10) TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY 
– On this ideal of safeguarding and transmitting to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy, 
all of the youth-training programs of The American Legion are built.  All Americans can be proud that in our 
international relations we have tried to live by the golden rule, the mark of justice.  We have granted to others, 
as we prize it ourselves, the great boon of freedom.  Through the Monroe Doctrine, we call a halt to foreign 
imperialism in the Western Hemisphere.  We gave freedom to the Philippines.  These principles are part of the 
American heritage.  Legionnaires are pledged to protect and preserve that heritage.   
(11) TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS – The 
last or 10th clause of our Preamble is the most important ideal expressed in our Preamble.  It marked a new 
concept in America – a concept that made The American Legion the greatest force for social betterment in all 
the history of the United States of America.  Here is a summary of facts.  When the veterans returned from 
World War I, they found a nation ill prepared to care for the combat casualties of the war.  Laws had to be 
drafted and enacted by the Congress to provide compensation for the war – handicapped, to build hospitals and 
to get protection for the widows and orphans upon whom the war had laid its heaviest and cruelest hand.  The 
American Legion wrote such laws, had them introduced in the Congress, went out over the land to arouse the 
conscience of the people of America and mobilize support for its legislative aims.  The Congress enacted the 
laws, it provided the administrative machinery, it appropriated the funds it built hospitals.  Then to bring about 
a single responsibility for the carrying out of all veteran laws and to achieve a unification of these government 
services, The American Legion put through Congress the legislation to create the Veterans Bureau which 
became the Veterans Administration and which became the Department of Veterans Affairs today.  Over the 
years, a great network of government hospitals was built and a great structure of veteran legislation enacted 
which made the American veterans the best cared for on earth.  When the New Deal Program was being 
developed, the government planners took a look at what The American Legion, through its vast rehabilitation 
program, had done for the veteran of World War I and they decided to do the same thing for all American 
people.  So, from this concept, there came the Social Security System with its retirement benefits and old age 
assistance programs for all the people.  The planners took a look at The American Legion program of temporary 
emergency aid to needy children of veterans and there was born – with the support of Legionnaires – the state 
and federal program of aid to dependent children – all children.  This is how we can hail The American Legion 
today as an unparalleled force in these United States for social betterment.  American Legion concepts and its 
ideal of devotion to mutual helpfulness warmed up the whole social climate of America.  All of this has come 
about because the veterans of World War I came home and enriched with wonderful ties of friendship and gave 
those ties a meaning by consecrating them to the ideal of mutual helpfulness.  The American Legion Preamble 
has been the beacon light of The American Legion for almost 100 years.  The Preamble has been amended only 
once in this time.  That amendment consisted of adding the letter “S” to the word “war.”  It makes the Preamble 
read today “Great Wars,” so as to embrace all wars.  
  
I hope that this background of our Preamble will help you to better understand why you are so important to the 
success of our American Legion.  May God bless our veterans, our service members and our United States of 
America.  
  
James Carmona  
Post Commander 
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 September 2016   

 
 

   

SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY    

  

  

     1 

7:30 Bingo 

2 

Karaoke 

Cruise In   

Poker   

3 

Dance 

Mainstreet 

 

4  

2:00 Bingo   

5  

7:30 Bingo   

  

6   

Post 233 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

7   

7:30 Bingo 

 

   

  

8  

7:30 Bingo 

  

9  

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker   

10   

8:00 tp 11:00  

 Breakfast w/ 

ALR 

Dance with   
Tanner Mack 

Band 

 

11   

2:00 Bingo   

12   

7:30 Bingo   

13   

40/8 Meeting  

  

14   

7:30 Bingo   

15   

7:30 Bingo   

16  

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker   

17 

Dance with   

Country River  

 

18   

2:00 Bingo   

19   

7:30 Bingo   

20   

7:00 pm 

ALR Meeting 

and 

Shriners 

Meeting 

21   

7:30 Bingo   

22   

7:30 Bingo 

 

 

23   

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker  

24   

Dance with   

N2U 

 

25  

2:00 Bingo   

26   

7:30 Bingo   

  

  

  

37  

 

  

  

28   

7:30 Bingo  

  

  

 29 

7:30 Bingo 

 

 30 

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker 
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Every Friday Night 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Saturday Night  

Live Band 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Every Friday Night @ 6:00 pm  
 

 


