
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We are well into another Christmas season with all the glitter and advertisements for “that 
one memorable gift” that will bring joy forever to the one you love.  This is the time for 
festive gatherings of family and friends.  And, for many, it will be a joyous time.  For others, it 
will be an unfortunate time because of no job, overwhelming debts, illness, and other 
problems that seem to always magnify themselves during this holiday season.  It is because 
of the latter that our American Legion Post 233 works to lessen any sadness that may be 
haunting a needy veteran, our military service members, his/her family, or a family in the 
community. 
 
This month, volunteers are working to send packages to our troops overseas who cannot be 
with their families because they are deployed to ensure that we can enjoy this holiday 
season and our freedoms in our great country.  Some Post members will be providing joy to 
our veterans in Milledgeville.  Other Post members will be putting together bags of toys for 
some needy families in our community that will only be able to enjoy Christmas because of 
these donations.  We are also having a Children’s Christmas party on December 20th for 
children of our veterans, military service members and our community.  At the party, all 
children will receive a free snack and can visit with Santa.  These are just some of the ways 
that we are able to let our children and community know that it is because of our veterans 
that they can celebrate Christmas in a free country.  These children are our future and we 
need to show them by example. 
 
But this is also a season for our American Legion Post 233 family to come together and 
celebrate all that we have.  In an effort to provide this opportunity, we are again having a 
grand New Year’s Eve dance to celebrate all that we have done in 2016 and to plan ahead for 
2017.  Yes, our mission is never ending.   
 
Attached to this newsletter is information on both the Christmas and New Year’s Eve events.  
Although there is a charge for the dance, we have tried to keep it low so that as many of our 
members as possible can attend and have a joyous time.  This has been a very good year for 
our Post; and, I hope you come out to join us in celebrating on New Year’s Eve.  It should be 
one of the best dance parties ever.   
 
It is for all the above reasons, and many others, that our Post 233 is so important to our 
veterans, our service members, and our community.  As we work to provide the support to 
those in need, I hope that you take the time to enjoy your family and your freedoms over this 
holiday period.  On behalf of our Post 233, I wish all the members of our American Legion 
family a very merry Christmas and a joyous and prosperous 2017.  May God bless our 
veterans, our service members, our families, and the United States of America. 

James Carmona 
Post Commander 
jamescarmona@bellsouth.net 
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By: Stan Mauldin 

 
     Legion Family, 
 
     Our membership continues to increase in numbers but we are a few short of our goal set for the 2016 / 2017  

year.  This is the time of year that we gather together to enjoy family, friends, and church, so please invite  
them all to our American Legion's festivities.  Who knows they just might want to become a member.  As you  
have heard me say before having fun is contagious and people want to be a part of success. 

  
     I am a life member of The Military Order of Purple Heart and one of the benefits is a bimonthly magazine.  I was  

reading an article (A Cookie and A Smile) in the November/December publication and it reminded me of our  
great Legion.  I want to quote the opening sentence in said paragraph, it goes as follows: 

  "It is so wonderful to belong to such a fantastic organization that helps others."  
This person, we'll just use the first name, Terri reminds me of how one person can make a difference but if we 
join forces BIG NUMBERS CAN MAKE A VERY LARGE DIFFERENCE.  The American Legion is very powerful when 
we join forces and work together.  An example of this was at our Anniversary Dinner on Veterans Day when we 
thanked a few of our members.  We have such a great membership at Post #233.  I have been asked before by 
other Legions, in and outside our district how do you guys get all those projects accomplished?  My response is 
"we have a hard-working bunch of folk".  Let’s enjoy our Thanksgiving, Christmas, and News Years but while we 
do so please don't lose focus on our mission because together we make a big difference in quite a number of 
lives.  When you support "Our American Legion" you are making a difference in our active military, our needy 
veterans & both their children and in our community.  I am proud to be a member of Post #233!!!   

 
Enjoy yourself during this special season and stay up on our extra activities by checking the Post 233 web site  
thru out the holidays. 

 
Stan Mauldin           

 

   Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 
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By Barbara Wade 

Where has this year gone?  The days, weeks and months are passing by too fast.  Seems like yesterday we 
were getting ready for the presidential election, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving, now the Christmas season 
is almost here.  Remember when you were a child and you thought Christmas would never arrive? 
So, with the Christmas season comes the time for us to help our fellow men and women in need, those 
who are less fortunate than ourselves, and the children whose holiday we can make more joyful.  We, the 
American Legion family are preparing to do this in various ways such as the Secret Santa program; a visit by 
Santa Claus on December 20th with gifts for children; helping needy families with food; donating items and 
working at the Christmas gift shop at our VA hospitals and nursing facilities; visiting our veterans in local 
nursing homes; sending care packages to our troops overseas, and the list goes on.  I know many of you are 
involved in some aspect of these programs and I salute you. 
Our December meeting will be held on December 6th.  Hope to see many of you there.  Let’s get the holiday 
spirit going and remember the true meaning celebrating the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.  To those who 
cannot make it, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year.  

  
    

Barbara Wade 
Unit 233 President 

 
 
 

 
       By Thom Williams  

  Website Highlight for November 
  
 

Did you know that our website is viewable on your mobile phone as well as on your desktop computer?  
We have worked hard to put together a site that responds to the size of the screen on which it is viewed.   
On a phone, for example, things move from being side by side to stacked on top of one another so if you 
are looking for a specific area of the site you might have to scroll down a bit.   
The main menu on the top of the page collapses down into a small box with several horizontal lines, 
clicking that box will expand the menu so you can select a menu item.  If you have a tablet you will find that 
the presentation is somewhere in the middle, with some elements going vertical and some remaining 
horizontal.    

 
As always if you have questions or suggestions contact us at webmaster@gapost233.com 

 

 Post 233 Website 

 

  Auxiliary Report 
 

  

mailto:webmaster@gapost233.com
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        Legion Rider’s Report 

 

 
 

       By Eddy Simpson, Director 

Riders report   

As I look back at 2016 and think of the many things the American Legion Riders of your Post 233 have accomplished it never seems to 
amaze me. Year after year we are growing in members and the impact of what we are able to do is getting noticed. We have helped 
so many people both veterans and our community it makes us all proud to be a representative for you.  
I am going to ask for your support in our last project for the year and one that is very important this time of year:  Operation Toy 
Soldier.  This is an event that we partner with the Tim Stewart Funeral Home to make sure our Veterans’ children have a wonderful 
Christmas.  You may have noticed collection barrels in our post so please drop off a gift.  We will be collecting toys for the next few 
weeks at our post or local businesses supporting Operation Toy Soldier.  So why Operation toy Soldier?  Check out this article from 
the founder.  
“Operation Toy Soldier” has been very satisfying for us. Why would a bunch of funeral directors collect toys for the children of 

deployed soldiers?  When we found out that the holiday season is a stress point for deployed soldier’s spouses we wanted to get 

involved. Our goal here is to provide one large and one small toy for each child in need. In most cases, a local base is our drop off 

point. Most bases have a person who coordinates ‘help’ to the spouses of the deployed soldiers. The higher the rank, the more the 

pay. So all in all, most of our help goes to the spouses of enlisted men and women. They are young married couples, usually in 

their early twenties. Most of us can remember the stress of ‘not enough money to go around. Yes, Santa needs a little help. 

Most of the funeral homes in the Veterans Funeral Care network are owned and run by veterans or, like me, the children of 

veterans. So when we found out about the need, we wanted to help. 

We get questions about types of toys needed. A football or soccer ball is a big hit. Barbie Dolls and coloring books are huge. If your 

5-10 year old would like it, our kids will love it too. 

It is very important to us that you understand that even though Operation Toy Soldier is a nationwide toy drive, all the toys you 

donate STAY LOCAL. When you donate a toy in the Atlanta area, the toy goes to a soldier’s family in Atlanta. When toys are 

donated in Cleveland, the toys help the soldier’s children in Cleveland smile. Each of our communities are very dear to us, so it is 

essential that when we participate in a national drive, our local community benefits from the donations. 

On behalf of all of us at Veterans Funeral Care, the originators of the program, Tim & Frankie Stewart, our national network 

host, Crystal & Jason Jardine, Thank you for participating in this campaign, Operation Toy Soldier for our Veterans. We believe 

they deserve the very best! 

For God and Country, 

 

Please support this wonderful program and make this Christmas a time of enjoyment and give a veteran one less thing to worry         

about….. Thank You, from your Riders Happy Holidays to all of you.   

Eddy Simpson 
JR Vice Commander Post 233 
ALR Director post 233 
esimpson@transforce.com 
770-982-9474 h 

404-719-9649 c 
 

http://www.stewartfh.com/
http://www.clevelandcremation.com/
http://www.jardinefh.com/
mailto:esimpson@transforce.com
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 December 2016  

 
 

   

SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY    

  

  

    1 

7:30 Bingo 

2 

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker   

3 

Dance 

Highway 81 

South Band 

 

 

4 

2:00 Bingo   

5  

7:30 Bingo   

  

6   

Post 233 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

7   

7:30 Bingo 

 

   

  

8  

7:30 Bingo 

  

9  

 Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker   

10  Country 

Breakfast  

8 am-11 am 

 

Dance with 

Country River  

 

11  

2:00 Bingo   

Secret Santa 

applications 

due  

12   

7:30 Bingo   

13   

40/8 Meeting  

  

14   

7:30 Bingo   

15   

7:30 Bingo   

16  

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker   

17 Dance  

Stone Cold 

Country Band 

 

Secret Santa 

Pickups 9:00am 

-  12:00 pm 

 

18   

2:00 Bingo   

19   

7:30 Bingo   

20  Children’s 

Christmas 

Party 

4 pm to 9 pm  

Shriners Mtg 

ALR Meeting 

21   

7:30 Bingo   

22   

7:30 Bingo 

 

 

23   

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker  

24   

NO DANCE 

POST IS 

CLOSED  

 

 

25 

CHRISTMAS  

      DAY 

 

NO BINGO 
 

 

 

January 1, 

2017 

BINGO 

2:00 p.m. 

 

26 

7:30 Bingo   

 

27 

   

 

 

 

 

 

28 

7:30 Bingo   

 

 

 

29 

7:30 Bingo   

 

 

 

 

30 

Karaoke   

Cruise In   

Poker 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

New Year’s 

Eve Party 

Band N2U 

8:30 pm – 1 

am 
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