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M. Stan Mauldin, dsmauldin@aol.com
Post 233 Members
Volunteers are the backbone of all American Legions and volunteers are also extremely
important at Loganville’s Legion. Therefore, even more volunteering members are
needed in the larger Legions like Post 233. Most of you might know this fact but let me
pass along to you the members what you may not know. Our American Legion has the
largest number of members in the 10th District and we are also in the top five in the
entire state. So, needless to say, Post 233 is asked to support more citizens in our
neighborhood, more civic groups but more so, more veterans and their families.
Our Legionnaires take their positions very seriously and work very hard to support all
our programs. Sometimes these hard workers have problems that require change in their
routine due to issues beyond their control. Mr. Fred Rider, our Post Service Officer, had
a health issue recently and he has stepped down from that very important spot. After a
brief discussion with the executive team one call was made to Mr. Jim Dennis and he
has agreed to take on this important task. Jim being a very caring and patriotic member,
we feel, will do a fantastic job. I think most of you know Jim was our recent Adjutant,
an officer of the A.L.R. and goes about volunteering in several other tasks at our Legion
in a quiet way. He is a git-er-done type of guy! Fred and Ralph both have offered Jim
their knowledge and support in this transition, so look forward to Jim’s reports at future
monthly meetings.
This year marks the 99th year since the American Legion was established and one of the
main goals is to support veterans. Sometimes just trying to navigate through the
complex task of the Veterans Administration our vets give up. I experience stories of
frustration almost every week where veterans and their families call our office looking
for support. Sometimes we can guide these folk in need but more than often they need
the help of our service officer. I could give you quite a few of examples but please let
me share just one. In 2017 a vet needed some in home care, but his aging wife was not
able to take care of him. So, our Legion was able to get his daughter in touch with the
proper department at the V.A. to help with in home care. The V.A. states in a weekly
email report that I receive, that in 2017 they averaged more than 5,000 calls a week
asking questions on benefits for our aging veterans. So please understand, your
American Legion is still fighting the battle to help support veterans.
To each there comes in their lifetime a special moment when they are tapped on the
shoulder and offered the chance to do a very special thing unique to them and fitted to
their talents. “What a tragedy if they miss that chance to help others.” Winston
Churchill
So all members are important to our Legion!!!
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Sr. Vice Commander’s Report
Eddy Simpson, esimpson@transforce.com
I hope everyone is doing well and staying warm. It
has been a crazy winter so far. Your post continues to
thrive every day. We owe lots of thanks to our
members, our community and to our Legion Family.
We have seen constant growth over the past several
months and we would like to see that trend continue.
We need your help as we are looking for new ways to
keep our members motivated and the community
engaged. If you have ideas or suggestions please reach
out to me. Our post Rentals have grown over the past
few months. Did you even know we rent? We recently
renovated our lower meeting room and can
accommodate up to 100 people. We are renting it for
wedding parties and local businesses have figured out
it is a great place to hold a meeting. We do not want
to stop; we want to continue to grow. We have
changed our lineup for our Dances every Saturday and
we talked with our patrons and put together a line up
we feel will help keep our visitors coming. We often
send our info thru social media to keep gaining
ground. Did you know we have a Facebook page?
Who would have thought it but we do. Maybe it is not
your thing but surely you know someone who does.
Ask them to like and follow us. A quick share, to their
friends will certainly help. Just imagine if we all got
behind that.
Did you know we still host our Country Breakfast
Buffet the 2nd Saturday of every month. $7.00 per
person. 12 and under $4.00 and under three is free.
Come see us for a great morning out. Help share this
as well even if you cannot make it. It is open to everyone.
Its things like that will help more then you know. Talk
to your friends, church groups, HOA’s, clubs or
whatever you are into. Just a few short words can
make a huge difference for your post.
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Riders Report
Eddy Simpson, Director,
esimpson@transforce.com

We want everyone to know we are prepping for our
biggest Ride for America. This year is our 20th year
and are hoping to make this an event we won’t
forget. We are beginning our 5-month long prep. One
of our challenges every year is how to top the
previous year. We have had many great memories the
past 19 years and looking to keep that tradition alive.
Our largest struggle every year is how to get TV
coverage for our event. We know this is the second
largest ride on Memorial day and have thousands of
people involved every year. From planning, to riding,
and those patriotic Americans waving at us as we ride
by. There are thousands waiting in Madison for our
arrival and that is what make this event so
special. We have been able to help many people with
our efforts and your post as well.
I am asking for your help, if you know anyone who
works in the media please help us reach them. Please
reach out to me, this event needs to get out to the
people. It is such an amazing thing that we do we
want to share it with everyone.
If you would like to help there are other ways as well.
We are always looking for people that can lend a
helping hand. This event has been one of reasons we
have been able to support your post in the manner we
have. Won’t you join us?

I’M NOT ONE to brag about my finances,
but my credit-card company calls me
almost every day to tell me my balance is
outstanding.

Here is to a fantastic 2018…here we come.

Life Doesn’t Require That We Be The Best, Only That We Try Our Best
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Finance Officer’s Corner

Auxiliary Report

Bill Dolan, financeofficer@gapost233.com
Are you a Veteran or Spouse of a Veteran on limited
income over 65? If so, you need to look into the VA
Pension requirements to see if you qualify. Pension is
a needs-based benefit for eligible wartime Veterans
with limited or no income who are age 65 or older, or
who have a permanent and non-service-connected
disability. Surviving spouses of deceased wartime
Veterans, with qualifying service, may also qualify
as well as dependent children. In addition to basic
pension, you may also be qualified for an increased
monthly pension, which helps those who require the
aid of another person in performing personal
functions required in everyday living.
Mary, the daughter of a Navy Veteran, filed an
application for survivors pension for her mother after
her father passed away. With help from VA survivors
pension benefits, Mary doesn’t have to worry as
much about her mother’s resources. Mary’s mother
used all of her savings and the children were helping
out quite a bit before the pension benefit money
started coming in. “This is really helpful for us as
well. It takes a lot of financial pressure off the entire
family,” says Mary.
Visit Explore.VA.gov to find out if you or a loved
one may qualify for VA pension benefits.

Mary Nelson, President
flower4111@aol.com
Greetings:
I have just returned from Mission Training along
with a few other members. I must say it was a very
informative training session. Some of the Topics
covered were, “Compliance Matters’. Engaging Your
Community, Supporting Servicemembers, ALA
Academy, Goodwill and Kindness to name a few. It
was great to listen to other ALA Unit Members share
their ideas on the different programs we offer. We
especially enjoyed the last activity, which was
working several programs at a time. Each table had
to organize an activity involving Juniors, the Patch
Program, Poppies and the non-member friends of
Juniors. Then, tell how we would promote brand
awareness during the activity. A lot of fun!
Other programs being worked are the Evelyn Boss
Aid in Grant, which is given annually to two
qualifying applicants ($1000.00 each); Our Girls
State Program; Past Presidents’ Parley Nursing
Scholarships; etc. Our next Unit Meeting will be
February 6, 2018, also our next District 10 Meeting
will be February 11, 2018 in Eatonton. Looking
forward to seeing you there.

A Loganville High Student is the winner of the 2018 Post 233 Legion
Oratorical contest. Rachel Christian, won the contest held at the Post on
January 20th. Rachel, a senior at Loganville High and 4 year member of the
AFJROTC in Walton County, earned a cash scholarship of two-hundred fifty
dollars at the post level and went on to take second place at the American
Legion District 10 competition for an additional cash prize and a medal.
Rachel will now serve as first alternate in the area contest to be held in
February in Augusta.
Post 233 Announces Winner
in Oratorical Contest

Each contestant delivered a prepared oration as well as an oration on a
randomly assigned constitutional topic. Rachel impressed the judges with a
speech on “Hate Speech and the First Amendment”. Since 1938, The
American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program has encouraged the nations high school students
to study the U.S. Constitution and to hone their public speaking skills. For more information, please visit
www.legion.org/oratorical.
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Did You Know?
The 50th Anniversary of the taking of the USS
Pueblo. The following is an excerpt from the Fox
News 22 Jan 2018 article by Andrew O'Reilly
The tale of the Pueblo begins in early January, 1968,
when the crew set off from the U.S. Navy base
on Yokosuka, Japan with orders to conduct
surveillance on the Soviet Navy and North Korean
communication activity. The ship carried out its work
without incident for the majority of the mission, with
little to no resistance, as Commander Lloyd M.
Bucher kept the vessel safely in international waters.
The problems began as the mission approached its
close. First, a North Korean submarine chaser passed
within some 4,000 yards of the Pueblo. Two days
later, a pair of North Korean fishing trawlers came
within 30 yards, while the "fishermen" looked on
with binoculars and snapped photos. After a
protracted chase, which the Americans insist
occurred in international waters and which cost one
Pueblo crewmember his life, the U.S. sailors signaled
compliance, and began destroying any sensitive
material. The North Koreans also took all 82
surviving Pueblo crewmembers captive -- blindfolding them and binding their hands on the trip to the
port of Wonson. While all of the crew were beaten
and tortured, some of the worst treatment was
reserved for Cmdr. Bucher. He was subject to
horrific psychological torture, which included putting
him in front of a mock firing squad in an attempt to
force a confession. It was only when the North
Koreans threatened to execute the entire crew in front
of Bucher that he relented, and agreed to confess to
the crimes leveled against him. After 335 days in
captivity -- and following an apology, a written
admission by the U.S. that the Pueblo had been
spying - as well as an assurance the U.S. would not
spy in the future -- the men were sent to the
Demilitarized Zone border with South Korea, and
ordered to walk south across the "Bridge of No
Return." Many of the men were crippled, malnourished and almost blind from the treatment they
received. It wasn't until 1989 that the U.S.
government finally recognized the crew's sacrifice,
and granted them Prisoner of War medals.
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February’s Hero of the Month
is our American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 233
You see them all the time
around the post helping with the
various activities, organizing and staffing the Bingo
sessions, sending care packages to our Troops,
cooking and organizing our monthly meeting dinners,
and so much more! Have you thought to say Thank
You ? They work so hard and receive little to no
recognition for their efforts. They love what they do
because they too love our Veterans as much as we do.
Did you like the table decorations at the Anniversary
Dinner? Yep, that was the handiwork of our Auxiliary
Ladies making each one of them. Did you like the
flags and crosses out front for Veteran’s Day? Again,
our Auxiliary members were instrumental in getting
those out and set up to show respect for our fallen Veterans. Do you enjoy the dinner before our monthly
meetings? Once again, if the Auxiliary wasn’t
organizing and cooking the many side dishes and
desserts, it would not be much of a dinner. These are
just a few of the ways our Auxiliary Unit 233 give of
their time and efforts to support the Post and honor our
Veterans. Please take a moment to say Thanks the next
time you see them working so hard for us.
Do you have a Post Hero you want to recognize ? If
so, please send a short write up about the person or
group that has provided extraordinary help to the
Post for the love of our Veterans. It will be featured
in the monthly newsletter and may just make that
person or Group’s day!
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February 2018
Sunday

4
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

5
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

6
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

Wednesday

7
ALR Lunch
Bunch

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
7:30 pm
Bingo

2
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

3
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

8
7:30 pm
Bingo

9
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

10
ALR Country
Breakfast
8-11 am

7:30 pm
Bingo

8:00 pm
Valentine
Day Dance &
Live Music

11
2:00 pm
Bingo

12
7:30 pm
Bingo

13
40/8
Meeting

14
7:30 pm
Bingo

15
7:30 pm
Bingo

16
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

17
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

18
2:00 pm
Bingo

19
7:30 pm
Bingo

20
ALR
Meeting

21
7:30 pm
Bingo

22
7:30 pm
Bingo

23
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

24
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

Shriners
Meeting

25
2:00 pm
Bingo

26
7:30 pm
Bingo

27
SAL
Meeting

28
7:30 pm
Bingo
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My grandkids believe I’m the
oldest thing in the world. And
after two or three hours with
them, I believe it, too.

Patriots Grill
Hours
Monday, (Closed Tuesday), Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday
5:00 pm—10:00 pm
Saturday
6:00 pm—11:30 pm
Sunday
11:00 am—6:00 pm

