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Commander’s Column 

M. Stan Mauldin, dsmauldin@aol.com 

 

Fellow Legionnaires, 

 

This month I want to start my contribution to the monthly news letter by saying thanks.  

Thanks to all that made our National Commander’s visit a great success. Our National 

Commander was very impressed with our baseball fields and the active campus. She 

made quite a number of positive comments on the Main Hall, the Auxiliary Room and 

Patriots Grill. But most of all she was very impressed with the dinner and the program.  

Again, I wanted you to know because it was you the membership that made this festive 

event fantastic in every way. 

 

As most of you know May holds two very important dates for us to remember and both 

are on the same day, Memorial Day. We as Legionnaires naturally remember the brave 

men and women that gave all but even more we remember their families. Secondly, all 

of us should remember Ride for America (RFA) because the funds raised this special 

day does so much good for so many. This month will be RFA’s 20th Anniversary but I 

must admit that when Gary Lemonds asked me to be Cofounder and bring ideas to the 

table I was somewhat skeptical because Gary always had big dreams. RFA has traveled 

some tough miles in the beginning from 47 riders to close to 1200 participants last year. 

We look for even greater numbers this year with it being 20 years of solemn mornings 

but fun days of camaraderie. With God’s blessings of great weather, records will be 

broken. So please, if you ride, come out and ride but if you don’t ride come and wave us 

off but most of all pray for our safety and success while riding to Madison and back. 

 

The past few weeks my faith in our future was restored by our young Americans.  

Colonel Art Rozier and I traveled to the University of Georgia to hand out some very 

well deserved medals to UGA’s Sr. Army ROTC. Only a week later we presented six 

ribbons to “our cadets” the Walton County Air Force Jr. ROTC which is under the  

command of Colonel Rozier. These were two great days in the life of your commander. 

 

Lastly, we appointed a committee of three long time members to handle the nominating 

of officers for the 2018/2019 year Post elections. The committee members are Jerry 

Mahaffey, Ralph Mullins and Bill Nelson. If you think you might want to Step-Up and 

throw your name in the hat please call one of these men. Nominations will be known at 

the May meeting, voting in June and installation of new officers at the July meeting.  
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On the persistent value of war stories 
 

Each month as we recite the preamble to our American Legion Constitution one of our purposes is “to preserve 

the memories and incidents of our associations in the great wars”. Did you ever wonder what that really means 

in terms of day to day life as a Legionnaire?  It might mean more than you think.  
 

My two grandfathers had very different experiences in the Army of WWII, my paternal grandfather went to 

basic training, shipped off and marched with Patton around Europe, eventually he was seriously wounded in 

France, collected his Purple Heart and was shipped home to a stateside hospital before being discharged. He 

would answer direct questions but otherwise he did not talk about it. I never got the sense that he was  

traumatized, I just think that his service was not a defining time in his life and so it was not a focus for him. 
 

My maternal grandfather served with Merrill’s Marauders and the MARS task force in the China-Burma-India 

Theatre. He was a mule-skinner and eventually a cook. For him that experience was life changing and in many 

ways life-defining. He attended reunions, kept up with old service buddies, and regaled any of us who would 

listen with stories about how a certain Lieutenant had whipped them from boys to men on the march through 

the jungle. I got to meet that same Lt. many years later at one of the reunions and gathered some juicy stories I 

used later in my eulogy of my grandfather, but that is a story for another day. 
 

As a boy, I loved both my grandfathers, adored them even, but when I came up against adversity in my life it 

was those jungle stories, those tales of dragging mules and men out of mud bogs and cutting through  

undergrowth and opposition that I turned to for the inspiration to overcome. Just before I shipped off for basic 

training that old Marauder stood with me on this screen porch and with big tears in both our eyes he chucked 

me under the chin. “You keep your chin up,” he said, “you keep your chin up so you can see what is in front of 

you.” That advice served me well in basic training and so often since then. When I got home from my own tour 

abroad in Desert Storm, I would sometimes sit and exchange stories of my desert days with my him, things I 

had seen, things I had learned.  It made us closer than we had ever been. 
 

So, it has been in Legion halls from the beginning, that bonding over stories of places marched, battles won and 

lost, and sometimes even youthful indiscretions in uniform. Waves of returning servicemen have long found a 

place in the Legion where older veterans were ready to tell some stories and ready to listen. This oral story  

telling tradition of warriors helps to bridge the generation gap and has helped keep the Legion going for almost 

one hundred years now. It also is a chance for the sharing of hard-won wisdom from someone years removed 

from their service that may just stick with a younger veteran as they build a family and career. 
 

Today’s Legion is changing, young veterans are coming, not in droves, but in “dribs and drabs” as my mother 

used to say. In many cases what they are missing is what the generation before them found. I have heard and 

read many times that “never again will one generation of veterans abandon another” but as many of our elder  

members are retreating into their lives outside the Post we are, in a way, doing just that. Come back when you 

can, sit in the grill and have a beer with a young veteran or come to the country breakfast we have each month 

and find a younger member and share their table. Tell them your war stories and listen closely to theirs.  
 

It turns out that “preserving the memories and incidents of our associations in the great wars” is good medicine 

for all of us. 

 

 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 

Thom Williams, Acting, seniorvice@gapost233.com 



American Legion Post 233                                                                                                                                   Page 3 of 8 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Tax time is over, Yeah! Now we can start looking  

forward to Birthdays, Holidays and special occasions. 

We all struggle with balancing our spending and  

savings while still trying to have a life. Take a  

moment and look at your tax report for 2017 and see 

what it is telling you. If you owe a lot of money, you 

might want to consider putting some aside each 

month so it is not such a shock to your budget come 

tax time. If you are getting a lot back, you may want 

to consider claiming more exemptions at work so they 

take less out of your paycheck and you will stop  

giving Uncle Sam an interest free loan each year.  

Ideally, you want to only have to pay a small amount 

or get back a small amount, that way, your money is 

managed better throughout the year. Just a thought! 
 

Saving money is hard to do, but putting a little aside 

each month can help you build a nest egg to make that 

short vacation a reality or get that new “toy”, jet ski, 

boat, etc., that you can enjoy most of the year. It takes 

discipline and courage and of course a bit of a  

sacrifice, a few less Starbucks Frappuccino’s, but you 

can do it and once you have you will want to keep it 

up so you can reward yourself more often. Good Luck 

and Great Savings! 

 

 

 

 

This month we are celebrating Memorial Day. The 

holiday, which is observed every year on the last 

Monday of May. Many of us will be at cemeteries 

putting flags on veteran’s graves, or participating in 

Memorial Day Services. Some of us will be erecting 

crosses in front of our post to honor our fallen  

veterans. National Poppy Day is Friday May 25th, so 

don’t forget to wear your poppy. 
 

Our year is coming to a close and will be a busy 

month for us. Elections will be held for new officers. 

We should vote in the best interest of the auxiliary. 

Year-end reports were completed and sent to District 

and Department. Many thanks to all of you for your 

committee reports and member impact reports. 
 

Congratulations to Kyrie Miles and Mckenzie  

Richards who are the winners of the Evelyn Boss 

“Aid In Grant” Scholarships, which will be presented  

to them at our May Meeting. 
 

Our last District meeting will be May 6th at Post 123 

in Lexington. We will be carpooling, so let me know 

if you need a ride. It’s almost time for Department 

Convention, so be sure and make your reservations, 

and make plans to join us. See everyone at our  

meeting, 
 

For God and Country 

Finance Officer’s Corner 

Bill Dolan, financeofficer@gapost233.com 
Auxiliary Report 

Mary Nelson, President 

flower4111@aol.com 

Sons of the Legion (S.A.L) 

Thom Williams, Acting, Sr. Vice  

Commander 

seniorvice@gapost233.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S.A.L. Squadron 233 is having a 50/50 raffle in May 

to support FISH4Kids summer lunch program that 

provides nutritious lunches to young people when 

they are not eating in the school cafeteria. We  

supported this worthy program last year and it falls in 

line with the Legion Pillar for Children and Youth. 

Tickets will be $5 and the drawing will be Monday, 

June 4th. 

The quickest way to  
double your money is to fold it 
over and put it back in your 

pocket. 
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The fever pitch… 
 

We are reaching the fever pitch in our preparations for Ride For America.  Putting on an event of this  

magnitude takes a solid six months of preparation that always start out leisurely and end up frantic every 

year. There are so many things that just cannot be done early, and so each year we spend April and May pulling  

together all the loose ends and tying them together. This year is so special because it is the 20th Anniversary of 

the ride and our hopes are high that we will have a huge crowd here to help us honor our nation’s fallen heroes 

before taking a little ride down to Madison. For a ride to last for 10 years makes it a major success, so 20 years is 

a testament to the work done by our Riders and the rest of the Legion family to make sure it is a stellar event for 

all involved.    
 

As always, we know how serious things are getting when the crosses go up in front of our post. It is a solemn 

reminder of the reason for the day and our national debt to those who gave their all when we called upon 

them. Those crosses, and the names, flowers, and flags that adorn them prove that the very sorts of freedoms that 

we motorcyclists exercise and enjoy are precious and hard won.  
 

Recently, I had the opportunity to visit with Commander Nesmith of the Madison post and I was intrigued to 

hear the perspective from the other end of the route. He repeatedly called it “The Ride In” which struck me as 

funny because for us most of the morning is spent thinking of it as a “Ride Out”. On their end the preparations 

are no less stressful, no matter if the bikes are coming or going it takes a lot of work to coordinate with city and 

county government and law enforcement agencies, to court sponsors and media coverage, to make sure there is 

sufficient entertainment, temporary bathroom space, water and thousands of other things meant to be taken for 

granted by those that attend.     
 

As in years past we are counting on the Legion Family and the City to turn out to wave flags and cheer as the 

miles of motorcycles unwind out of our lot and make their way east. The lead vehicles are often on the far side 

of Between before the last wheels leave our pavement. As much as we always hope to make a lot of money to 

support our programs every year, we are driven because we love that moment.  Whether you are riding in the 

front, the middle, the back, or even if you stay behind to prepare the post for those that return to enjoy the BBQ 

and the afternoon games and giveaways, it is a long, stressful day that leaves a smile on your face into July.  
 

Speaking of programs, for many years our flagship charity has been the American Legion Legacy Scholarship, 

which is a worthy cause for sure and one that we continue to support but it is also one that often seems far  

removed from our post. Two years ago, though, the Riders of Post 233 set out to create our own local  

scholarship named for Cpl. Jonathan Ayers of Snellville who was killed in action in Afghanistan in 2008. This 

year as we close in on the ride we are awarding the first of those $1000.00 scholarships to a young lady from 

Social Circle. Her contagious excitement on hearing that she had won the scholarship makes all this hard work 

seem a lot more like a labor of love. 

Riders Report 

Thom Williams, Director 

director@post233alr.com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7:00 pm  

Post 233 

Meeting 

 

 

2 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

3 
7:30 pm 

Bingo 

4 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 

 

Bike Night 

5 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 

 

6 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

7 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

8 

40/8 

Meeting 

9 
7:30 pm 

Bingo 

10 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

11 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 
 

12 

ALR Country 

Breakfast  

8-11 am 

 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 

13 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

 

  

14 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

15 

ALR  

Meeting 

 

Shriners 

Meeting 

 

 
 

16 

ALR Lunch 

Brunch 
 

  

  

17 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 
 

  

18 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 

19 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 

 

 
 

20 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

  

  

21 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

  

22 

SAL 

Meeting 

23 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 
 

  

24 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

 
 

25 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 
 

26 
8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 
 

27 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

 

28 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

29 30 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

31 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 2018 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6jO_UmrvaAhUPca0KHWcuBaIQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Feventful.com%2Frickreall%2Fevents%2Fcinco-mayo-eola-hills-%2FE0-001-111247227-8&psig=AOvVaw2jtAUtOyBGhcQlgPy
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjD47vdm7vaAhVLHqwKHcFsB_IQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fmothers-day-clipart-image-51372%2F&psig=AOvVaw0pm1jSkPJ7u-JVq0DmJWeF&ust=1523845159648959
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Mexican-

American 

War 

1846 to 

1848 

1,733 DEAD 

Indian Wars 

1817 to 

1898 

1,000 DEAD 

Civil War 

Union 

1861 to 

1865 

140,414 DEAD 

Civil War 

Confederate 

1861 to 

1865 

74,524 DEAD 

Spanish  

American 

War 

1898 

2,446 DEAD 

World War  

I 

1917 to 

1918 

116,516 DEAD 

World War 

II 

1941 to 

1945 

405,399 DEAD 

Korean War 

1950 to 

1953 

36,574 DEAD 

War of 1812 

1812 to 

1815 

2,260 DEAD 

Vietnam 

War 

1964 to 

1975 

58,209 DEAD 

Persian Gulf 

War 

1990 to 

1991 

382 DEAD 

Afghanistan  

& Iraq 

2001 to 

Present 

6,915 DEAD 

American  

Revolution 

1775 to 

1783 

4,435 DEAD 

Our flag does not fly because the wind 
moves it.  It flies with the last breath of 
each soldier who died protecting it. 
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I loved you enough to let you see anger, disappointment and tears in my eyes. 
Children should know that their parents aren't perfect.  But most of all, I 
loved you enough to say NO when I knew you would hate me for it….Those 
were the most difficult battles of all. I am glad I won them, because in the end, 
you won too.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwikkfiWi6zaAhVMdt8KHf8rAXwQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canvasfactory.com%2Fblog%2Fmothers-day-poems%2F&psig=AOvVaw0pbZP_bCQrpG4an3HiyD91&ust=1523325262233569


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Patriots Grill 

Hours 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Monday, (Closed Tuesday), Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday  5:00 pm—10:00 pm 

  DJ on First and Third Friday 

                        Karaoke on Second & Fourth Friday 

Saturday 6:00 pm—11:30 pm 

Sunday 11:00 am—6:00 pm 
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$7.00 Adults $4.00 Kids 

3-12 

Contact Director of  

Operations at  
770-466-4728 or  
operations@gapost 

233.com 

 
 

 

American Legion 

Post 233 is the 
optimal venue 

for weddings,  
receptions, 

meetings and 
parties of all 

types. 
 

Main Hall 
650 Guests or 

450 with Dance 

Floor 
 

Meeting Room 

75 Guests 
 

Pavilion 
100-125 Guests 

. 

American Legion Bike Night 

First Friday of Each Month 

7:00 PM 

In partnership with our Legion Riders and  

Juggernaut Cycles…..Come see the bikes or 

show one off!  Food, music, and cold  

beverages.  


