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Commander’s Column 

Bill Dolan, commander@gapost233.com 

 

Thank you fellow Legionnaires for allowing me the honor to serve as your Post  

Commander! A special thanks to our Past Commanders, Bobby Boss, Jim Carmona, 

and Stan Mauldin for their dedication to the American Legion and their devotion to this 

great Post we call home. 

 

We are officially in “SUMMER” and the weather continues to tell us that Mother  

Nature wants heat and rain daily. That combination makes it difficult for us to get out as 

much as we would like. There is no reason to stay home though. There is a place you 

can go that has great air conditioning, good food, and friends at every table. Our Legion 

Post hosts events almost every day including Bingo on Sunday afternoon, Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday night, Bike Night the first Friday of the month, Karaoke or 

DJ’s on the rest of the Friday Nights, and of course our Dance on Saturday night. Don’t 

forget your Legion Officers are at the Groovin on the Green in Downtown Loganville 

the Third Friday of July, August, and September selling beer and wine to our parched 

customers while supporting our local community. As you can tell there is plenty to see 

and do so come on down and give it a try, you won’t be disappointed. 

 

We are very fortunate to have the best Post in The American Legion and with the help 

of the Executive Committee and our members we will work diligently to keep it that 

way. This year we will continue to work on several initiatives to increase our impact on 

the services we offer our Veterans, their families and our community.  We will focus on 

the Four Pillars of The American Legion to guide us in our efforts. We will continue to 

forge alliances with our local churches and civic organizations to maximize the services 

we provide and to allow us to help even more of our Veterans. We will also be more 

involved with the local Chambers of Commerce and City Government meetings so we 

are aware of additional opportunities for collaborating with others in the community. 

 

Our membership efforts are really paying off and we will continue to host membership 

drives to bring more of our Veterans into the Post. Our Post Adjutant, Jim Dennis, will 

head up our Membership activities and coordinate efforts with the membership team. If 

you are interested, please see Jim so he can add you to the team. We are all aware that 

we need to encourage our younger Veterans to come and see what we have to offer 

them and what they can do for their fellow Veterans. That is a challenge for all Veteran 

Services Organizations and with your help we are working to meet the challenge head 

on. 

 

Thank you again for all you do to make our post the shining star it is. I look forward to 

working with each and every one of you to make sure that the work we do has a  

positive impact on our Veterans, their families, and our Community. 

 

 

Barrett-Davis- 

Watson Post 233    
 

A non profit veterans 

service organization 

devoted to helping 

veterans, their  

families and the  

community.                                    

4635 Atlanta Highway 

P.O. Box 127 

(Correspondence Only) 

Loganville, GA 30052 

770-466-4728 

 

www.gapost233.com 
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At Arlington National Cemetery, the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment often called the “Old Guard” select from their 

ranks the few who will guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. These soldiers train for this drill so rigorously 

that many will fail along the way and only the elite amongst them will ever serve “Tomb Duty”. They march, 

and they stand, outside that tomb, keeping constant vigil and executing several times a day one of the most  

recognized ceremonies in the world, the “Changing of the Guard”.  If you have ever seen it, you know that it is 

more than just an orderly drill, it is precision itself and the soldiers who work so hard to be selected, work 

harder to make it to a relief squad, and work harder still to serve at the tomb and execute the handover of watch 

to those that follow them consider it an honor and privilege that changes their lives forever. It is also temporary.   

Orders are cut and men and women come and go from the Old Guard to and from other duty stations, this is the 

Army, after all. 
 

Last month we held our elections and this year several members of our Post Executive Committee will be  

leaving or have already left us. Like the Tomb Soldiers, I don’t know that any of us would call it easy, but it is a 

privilege to serve such a large and active post. It affords one the opportunity to put real faces with the work we 

do in each of the Four Pillars of the American Legion mission. It affords one the opportunity to get to know the 

members of the post much better. It is an honor and a privilege and one that I am happy to have again this year.   

Now seems like a good time to take a moment and reflect on those who are moving on. 
 

Our previous Sr. Vice Commander, Eddy Simpson, left us before the end of the term citing personal reasons. I 

have worked with Eddy for several years in the post and in the Riders and both organizations are better places 

today because of his efforts. As Junior Vice and then as Senior Vice, Eddy worked tirelessly to help move the 

post in directions that would help attract younger members. He managed the kitchen and bar areas, and the 

booked the talent for Friday and Saturday nights, a thankless task. He helped grow the Legion Riders’ program 

and he initiated several service and safety committees to help protect our riders and help ensure that our monies 

were being used to help veterans. He was the first Riders’ director to take the reins of Ride For America, ever 

so gently from its founder and help ensure that the ride and the charities it supports get the coverage it needs to 

continue to grow and succeed. We hated to lose him, but we know something that all the soldiers of the Old 

Guard know… 
 

Executive Committeeman Reggie Rogers decided not to run for election this term. Reggie was a quiet force in 

our meetings, asking pointed questions and making sure that he understood every motion and every decision we 

made. He offered his opinions only after careful consideration and they were always thoughtful and to the 

point. Every now and then, Reggie would get passionate about a topic and get fired up, I always like these 

times. It is good to see someone express passion on a point, whether to agree or not; it shows that they care, 

deeply, about the post and its future. As an officer, he worked Friday nights, overseeing experiments with  

Karaoke, Poker, and other entertainments and keeping our customers happy. We hated to lose him but we know 

something that all the soldiers of the Old Guard know… 
 

Commander Stan Mauldin had big shoes to fill. When Jim Carmona announced his retirement after several 

years as commander, everyone knew it was going to be a challenge to pick up the leadership of the post and 

carry on. Only one man would agree to shoulder that burden. Over the last year, under Stan’s leadership the 

post has become more efficient, processes have become better documented, and the Commander’s office got a 

great deal neater. Among many things, Stan has led efforts to provide visitation to our ailing members, to clean 

up deficiencies in our record keeping, to improve the safety of our members and guests and getting us better 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Report 

Thom Williams, Acting, seniorvice@gapost233.com 
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Sr. Vice Commander’s Report, Cont. 
 

involved in our community through active membership in the several Chambers of Commerce in areas served 

by our post. His term has seen us reach 100% membership for the first time in a while and he presided over the 

visit of the first female National Commander this American Legion has ever seen. Even as Commander he has 

still maintained a strong initiative of getting special events put on at our post to help recruiting and help ensure 

that our members have a strong sense of value for their dollars and time spent at the post. We will miss him but 

we know something that all the soldiers of the Old Guard know… 
 

The Soldiers of the Old Guard and especially the elite members of the tomb guard are hand selected, well 

trained and work tirelessly to better themselves to honor their commitments. They do all of this knowing that 

their time is temporary, that other duties will call them away. What is it that they know that we now remember? 
 

Even as good, hardworking folks, come and go… it is the work that remains. The work remains, the  

commitment remains and those that come next will strive to ensure that the work gets done to the high  

standards set by those who came before. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

That Biker Wave… 
 

Very few things confound non-riders and even new riders more than the ubiquitous “Biker Wave”. There are 

almost as many variations of it as there are riders. Some folks lift two fingers off the handle bars making a 

peace sign, some folks lift the whole hand, some folks point a finger to the pavement, and some folks (like me) 

take two fingers and point a peace sign at the road. Sometimes I will even say “Peace on the road” in my  

helmet, knowing full well that the other rider can’t hear me. Many non-riders see this greeting between  

passing riders and think that these that two riders must know each other, must be friends. They are not wrong.   

We do know each other, even if we don’t; we are friends even if we aren’t acquainted. 
 

For me the wave symbolizes a respect for our shared love of the freedom that riding represents. It is a silent  

acknowledgement that we share a risk and a reward. To me, it says, “I see you.  I know you have been cold, and 

wet, and hot, and frightened, and in love with the cool smell of a spring morning, or a summer evening. I know 

you have been caught riding home in the dark with your eyeballs darting back and forth watching for deer and 

other critters that can cross your path. I know that you have spent a lot of time figuring out how to carry just a 

little. I know that you have known the joy of sliding new motorcycle keys in your pocket when you park one for 

the first time. I know that you have been overlooked, crowded, threatened, and maybe even hit by people in 

cars and trucks and yet here you are, still enjoying this singular freedom we love and share.” 
 

So, when you see two bikers wave at each other, now you know that it is more than courtesy, it is a greeting 

that carries some additional meaning on both sides of the street. Your Post 233 American Legion Riders are out 

there, almost every day, in all kinds of weather, in all kinds of traffic, representing the American Legion.  

Spreading the word, recruiting new members, honoring those who have fallen in wartime or from the battles we 

face at home as we grow old together. We are proud Legionnaires, Auxiliary Members, Sons of the Legion, and 

finally Riders. We put our trust in each other and our faith in our skills and our God, and we ride. 
 

We Even Wave... 

Riders Report 

Thom Williams, Director 

director@post233alr.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjO67-e3vnbAhVLQ6wKHYZoBikQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F464996730261389327%2F&psig=AOvVaw2jQOXZK4OmO9fETN0LxKRx&ust=1530391334138224
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QuickTrip (QT) is helping to 

stop scammers from using  

skimmers to steal your hard 

earned cash while you are filling 

up at the pump. QuickTrip has 

installed protections that alert 

them if the pump doors are opened 24/7 and they also 

have high resolution cameras at each of their pumps to 

assist the police with identifying the crooks. 
 

A quick tip while shopping at QuickTrip, or any other 

gas station, be careful what type of card you use. 

Debit cards don’t have the same consumer protections 

as Credit cards and could leave you on the hook for 

more money in the case of fraudulent use. Consult 

with your bank to see how protected you are. Plastic is 

a way of life now, especially for the younger  

generations so help educate them about some of the 

dangers they may be unaware of. 

Finance Officer’s Corner 

Bill Dolan, financeofficer@gapost233.com 

 

Our 2019 Membership campaign is underway and 

your dues of $15 are now being taken. In other news, 

the squadron has continued our 50/50 for Fish4Kids 

raffle. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20 and the winner 

gets half the pot with the other half going to 

Fish4Kids. Because of urgency of timing we have 

gone ahead and voted to give $1000 to the Fish4Kids 

summer feeding program. Each summer, more than 

375 volunteers come together to prepare 2,425 sack 

lunches each day, Monday-Friday. The lunches are 

then delivered door-to-door throughout Walton 

County. Each lunch is a bag of hope and helps ensure 

that kids in Walton County get adequate nutrition  

during the summer months! See a S.A.L. member to 

get your tickets. The drawing will be held in July at 

our regular S.A.L. meeting and you do not have to be 

present to win! 

Sons of the Legion (S.A.L) 

Thom Williams, Acting, Sr. Vice  

Commander 

Did You Know? 

That VA Opens Third Call Center for the VA Crisis Line 
 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has announced that it has opened its third Veterans Crisis Line 

(VCL) call center in Topeka, Kansas on the campus of the Colmery/O'Neil VA Medical Center. The Topeka-

based center was opened to support increased demand. VA has two other call centers located in Canandaigua, 

New York, and Atlanta, Georgia. Since VA launched the VCL in 2007, the crisis line responders have  

answered over 3.5 million calls. If you are in crisis, or know a veteran who is, call the Veterans Crisis Line for 

confidential support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a year. 

 

 

 

 

Confidential Veterans Chat and additional information available at www.veteranscrisisline.net. 
 

This article was taken from the Military.com Military Report for the week of June 18, 2018 

We cannot accomplish all that we need 
to do without working together. 

Bill Richardson 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/TextTermsOfService.aspx
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx?account=Veterans%20Chat
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Our installation of  

officers took place 

at the June meeting. 

The officers 2018-

2019 are: President 

Mary Nelson, 1st 

Vice President  

Barbara Wade, 2nd 

Vice President Lucy 

Mulligan, Treasurer 

Karen Holcombe, 

Secretary Joan  

Wernecke, Chaplain 

Regis Stamey, Sergeant at Arms Bea Carmona, Christa Windham, Historian Sandy Dennis. 
 

We just returned from our Department Convention in Duluth. We had eleven members attend and everyone said 

they had a great time. Our unit received the following first place winner of a Trophy or Plaque; Poppy Trophy, 

Children and Youth, Community Service, Moina Michael Poppy, VA&R, National Security, Auxiliary  

Emergency Fund. Several certificates were also awarded. Thank you ladies for all the hours you volunteered.  
 

Our unit also sponsored Madison Locke, who was awarded the Past Department President’s Scholarship of 

$1,000. On behalf of our unit, I would like to thank Anitia Owens for her dedication and commitment to our 

veterans and community and to better the Auxiliary as Department President. 
 

Have a safe and Happy 4th of July! For God and Country. 
  

Auxiliary Report 

Mary Nelson, President 

flower4111@aol.com 

Gardening this summer? Whether you’re new to gardening or an expert,  

remember to keep your health and safety a priority. Did you know that  

gardeners can be prone to tetanus infections? Tetanus lives in the soil and  

enter the body through breaks in the skin, especially when using sharp 

tools, digging in the dirt, or handling plants with sharp points. 
 

Before you start gardening this season:  

 Make sure your tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap) vaccination is  

    up-to-date.  

 Have a good set of gardening gloves, which can help lower the risk for 

skin irritations and cuts. 

Tips from Medicare: Gardening Safety 

Installation of New Officers 
Note: Jean Kelly in picture filling in for Bea Carmona 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

2 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

3 

7:00 pm  

Post 233 

Meeting 

 

Installation 

of New  

Officers 

 

4 

NO BINGO 

 

 

 
 

Fourth of 

July Picnic 

11 am—2 pm 

5 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

6 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 

 

Bike Night 

7 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 

 

8 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

9 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

 

 

10 

40/8 

Meeting 

 

 

 

11 
7:30 pm 

Bingo 

12 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

13 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 
 

14 

ALR  

Country 

Breakfast  

8-11 am 
 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 

15 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

 

  

16 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

17 

ALR  

Meeting 

 

Shriners 

Meeting 

 
 

18 

ALR Lunch 

Brunch 

 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

 
 

 

19 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 
 

  

20 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 

 

Groovin on 

the Green  

21 

8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 
 

22 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

  

  

23 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

  

24 

SAL 

Meeting 

 

 

 

25 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 
 

  

26 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

 
 

27 

Happy Hour 

Patriots Grill 
 

28 
8:00 pm 

Dance & 

Live Music 
 

29 

2:00 pm 

Bingo 

 

30 

7:30 pm 

Bingo 

31 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 July 2018 
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The Declaration of Independence was approved on July 4, 1776 by the Continental Congress.  
 

The current 50 star flag was designed by an Ohio high school student and has been the official flag of    

  the country since July 4, 1960. 
   

Approximately 155 million hot dogs are eaten on the Fourth of July. 
 

It was not until 1938, that Congress made the 4th of July an official paid federal holiday. 
 

Of the 56 men to sign the Declaration of Independence, 8 were born in Britain. 
  

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson who both signed the Declaration of Independence and served as  

  Presidents of the United States died on July 4th within hours of each other. 
 

The turkey was proposed as the National Bird but was overruled by John Adams and Thomas Jefferson  

           recommended the bald eagle. 
 

In 1776, there were 2.5 million people living in the new nation. Today the population of the USA is 316  

           million. 
 

Fireworks are part of the tradition of celebrating the national holiday. $227.3 million worth of fireworks    

  are imported from China along with the vast majority of U.S. flags. 

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/july-decindep-cal.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjEr5r4ls_bAhUC7qwKHVJ0AKAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdreamteenmagazine.net%2F2015%2F07%2F04%2Fhistory-4th-of-july%2F&psig=AOvVaw1OTbDmBZdcv9OLxuBKsOZa&ust=152892
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiPwv6Rl8_bAhVOgK0KHbKFBl0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Flisting%2F567176525%2Fstar-banner-star-garland-happy-4th-of&psig=AOvVaw1OTbDmBZdcv9OLxuBKsO


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Patriots Grill 

Hours 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Monday, (Closed Tuesday), Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday  5:00 pm—10:00 pm 

  DJ on First and Third Friday 

                        Karaoke on Second & Fourth Friday 

Saturday 6:00 pm—11:30 pm 

Sunday 11:00 am—6:00 pm 
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$7.00 Adults $4.00 Kids 

3-12 

Contact Director of  

Operations at  
770-466-4728 or  
operations@gapost 

233.com 

 
 

 

American Legion 

Post 233 is the 
optimal venue 

for weddings,  
receptions, 

meetings and 
parties of all 

types. 
 

Main Hall 
650 Guests or 

450 with Dance 

Floor 
 

Meeting Room 

75 Guests 
 

Pavilion 
100-125 Guests 

. 

American Legion Bike Night 

First Friday of Each Month 

7:00 PM 

In partnership with our Legion Riders and  

Juggernaut Cycles…..Come see the bikes or 

show one off!  Food, music, and cold  

beverages.  


