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Bill Dolan, commander@gapost233.com
Happy New Year!
Can you believe we are already into 2019? Absolutely amazing how time continues to
fly. This year marks the 100th year anniversary of The American Legion and what a
milestone for our great organization. This major event is only made possible by our
wonderful members, those who came before us, those who work side by side with us,
and those who will come after us to carry on a tradition of caring for our Veterans, their
families and our community. This is true for every Post in The American Legion
because it has been our members who took the original charter and turned those words
into action! This article is about YOU, our Officers and Members, who help us every
day to meet our missions as a Veteran’s Service Organization. Your dedication to doing
the right thing, even when it isn’t or wasn’t popular. Your devotion to your fellow
Veterans who you have cared for and about because you have a kind heart that allows
you to give back to others you don’t even know. It is truly a humbling experience to be
associated with such a great Post and the exceptional members who work daily to bring
a little light and joy to their Veteran brothers and sisters in need. You have set the bar
high for those of us that will take on the challenge you have given us. Over the next 100
years we must work even harder to make this great organization even better. I am
honored to be right there with you as we embark on the next century of service with
The American Legion and “The Biggest Little Post in Georgia.”
In this newsletter you will see a summary of events we have had over the last three
months and there are many. We have worked hard at the Post and in the community to
make a difference in the lives of our Veterans, their families, and our community. As
The Carpenter’s song lyrics go “we’ve only just begun,” we have many events planned
in the coming months that will share information we hope you will find useful and
events that will help to raise funds to keep our Post assisting as many of those in need
we can. With your help we can continue to grow and do even more for our Veterans.
Thank you to the Executive Committee for all of your hard work, dedication and
devotion to our Post and it’s members. Thank you to our Committee Chairmen and their
assistants, for executing the many missions of our Post. Thank you to our members, so
many of you work tirelessly to help us complete our mission. Many of you provide
financial or other types of support and without you we couldn’t continue to function
efficiently. Together, we all work for the same goal, helping as many of our fellow
veterans as we can, let’s make 2019 our best year ever!

Thank you for all the things you do for the Loganville community...most of us do
not know the half of it!! The Legion is a blessing to our town. Thanks.
I wanted to say THANK YOU for the children’s Christmas Party tonight. Such a
wonderful thing you all did and it looked like there was a huge turnout.
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Sr. Vice Commander’s Report
Thom Williams, seniorvice@gapost233.com
Calendars are funny things, they encourage us to look ahead and count the days until future events. They
suggest to us a crossing off days and weeks as we flip their pages. When that last page is turned, and we get
ready to take the old year down and put up a new year, the old invites a certain level of retrospection and
introspection and the new seems like virgin territory to make our mark or make ourselves better.
2018 was an extremely busy year at the post, we had personnel changes and officer changes and a turnover of
command. We lost beloved members and we gained new members. Your officers spent a good deal of last year
working on processes, attempting to streamline operations and make them more consistent by documenting
them for future officers to reference. We started keeping more detailed notes of what transpires during our
shifts. Harkening back to our service days we lovingly call these “CQ Reports” and they allow us to
communicate better amongst ourselves since we often do not see each other in a given week. We keep them in a
binder in the office, so they form a record of activity at the post during the year. We continued to look for ways
to increase revenue and decrease our costs, all the while aware that this is not our money. We helped hundreds
of veterans and community members with everything from a night in a hotel to assistance with a crucial bill,
food, Christmas gifts, etc. We have worked to maintain and improve our campus both for the benefit of
members and to help with our rental business. We made better use of technology to increase both the
availability and security of our post documents. We have held events that saw the main hall filled with people,
from Ride for America, to the Anniversary Dinner to the Christmas Craft fair. We have enjoyed the company of
our members and our community at every opportunity.
So, enough about all that; we stand poised with our 2018 rolled up and hovering over the wastepaper basket and
are ready to hang our brand new 2019 on the wall. Of course, we will take what we have learned forward, but
forward is the only way to go so we are working on big things!
We will continue to bring events to the post that draw in folks from our town and the surrounding towns. These
events bring us revenue and recognition, but they also bring us a chance to showcase our beautiful Legion
Home and attract new members. We will continue to partner with local veterans’ service organizations to
ensure that we are supporting each other as we all support our veterans. We will decorate the Patriots’ Grill
with military memorabilia to keep it classy, but also make it feel more like a military fraternity around here. We
will continue to improve our post and market our post to help ensure it is here and ready to serve the next
generation of veterans who want to reconnect with the camaraderie that comes with membership. We will grow
our programs supporting each of the four pillars of the American Legion.
Before we know it, the last page of 2019 will come around, but before it does we are going to show it what we
are made of.

Fallen Heroes
Never
Forgotten

Alan Doyal
Richard Wilson

9/27/2018
11/19/2018
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Riders Report
Thom Williams, Director
director@post233alr.com
This 100th year of the Legion will be a year of many “then and now” comparisons, so let’s get that trend rolling.
100 years ago when the American Legion was new, motorcycles were not
new but were certainly a bit different than they are today. 18 horsepower
was top of the line and shifting was mostly done by hand. In many ways
they still resembled the bicycles from whence they came. The Harley
Davidson pictured sold for $355 dollars in 1919.
The roads then were comparatively free of automobiles, but in many
places were still filled with horses and buggies and holes big enough to
swallow either. In fact it was a traumatic cross country journey in 1919
that convinced a young Lt. Dwight D. Eisenhower that something needed
to be done about roads to enable travel across our great nation. A notion he implemented later as our American
President.
Our machines and our roads have come a long way but what remains the
same is our love of the ride and our spirit of adventure.
We are actively recruiting for ALR
members, if you know someone who is
a Member of the Legion Family or
could be and is someone who shares
our passion for the breeze on our knees
and for supporting our veterans, our
community, and our post. Have them
give me a call!

“I have a dream that my four little children that one day will live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”
“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.
“Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”

Martin Luther
King, Jr.
January 15, 1929April 4, 1968
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The Ladies Auxiliary does so much for the children in the
community, our veterans and participating in special
projects. Take the time to thank them for no matter what is
asked of them they are always there supporting our
American Legion post.

The 2018 year is coming to a close and has been a busy last quarter for the Auxiliary. It has also been very
rewarding as we work with one another to achieve our goals. In October Poppy Chairman Jennifer Pratt along
with Kim Clark and Regis Stamey, attended the Poppy Festival in Good Hope, GA. She had a booth in honor of
Moina Michaels and poppies were distributed by 3 Junior members. Poppies were also distributed on Veterans
Day and 6 poppy girls gave out 300 poppies at our Anniversary Dinner. We delivered 36 fruit baskets to the
veterans at Southern Plantation.
Our Children and Youth Chairman, Lucy Mulligan, joined the Legion Riders in distributing candy to the
children on main street for Halloween. It was cold and windy but didn’t stop the kiddies from coming out and
having a great time.
We were able to supply 2 military families with Thanksgiving Dinner and also joined the Post in Operation
Thankful providing Thanksgiving Dinner food baskets for 4 families. We received an e-mail from a local
school that was in need of help for 65 students and had received sponsors for all but three. They were in need of
coats and gloves. Our unit donated $300.00 to cover the three students needing assistance. We also delivered
large cookie trays to the staff at 9 local schools in honor of Education Week.
We packed 250 care packages for our troops in Afghanistan, Iraq and Korea (Soldier Connection) and these
were shipped on December 4th. These boxes contained goodies such as cookies, nuts, powered drinks, hot
chocolate packets, granola bars, raisins, etc. Pocket flags and Christmas cards were also included.
Seven of our members traveled to GA Veterans War Home in Milledgeville to help in the Christmas Gift Shop.
We assisted the veterans by helping them choose a gift for their family member and wrapping the gift. We all
enjoyed a day spent giving of their time to help others.
Two members participated in laying wreaths at “Wreaths Across American” in Milledgeville this year. A very
heartwarming experience.
THANK YOU everyone for your Secret Santa gifts, food and gifts bought for the Christmas Gift Shop. Thank
you for your hard work and dedication to our Post and Unit.
Wishing All A Happy New Year!
For God and Country

Membership Drive for 2019
For those who may not know, each year National gives each Post a yearly membership goal. This year our goal
for 2019 is 675 members. As of this past Sunday we have signed up 485 members, reaching 71% of our goal.
To help meet membership goals, the National Commander has developed a program to incent each post. Our
post will receive $5.00 for every expired 2014, 2015, or 2016 member that renews with The American Legion.
While we are striving towards our membership goal for 2019, if you know of any member who’s membership
has expired, talk to them. Ask them to renew their membership for 2019. Both The American Legion National
and our own Post 233 will benefit from the increase in total members for 2019!
Jim Dennis, Adjutant

American Legion Post 233

Sons of the Legion (S.A.L)
Thom Williams, Acting Commander
seniorvice@gapost233.com

We start 2019 with an abundance of hope. The pool of
members available to the American Legion is MUCH
smaller than the potential number of SAL members
and therefore we believe that with some effort we can
grow our small squadron into a powerhouse for
veterans’ service and community good. How will we
do that? To start with we are planning to host some
SAL informational events to try and draw in potential
members who would like to be a part of a service
fraternity but are not aware of the Sons. We plan to
work with our membership to make sure they are
spreading the word to their male descendants. For
every member who is proud to support our post and
our goals, there are likely several downstream SAL
members and potential members who would be just as
proud. We plan to work with other organizations in
our community and teach them about the SAL and our
aims to that we can co-market with them. Lastly, we
plan to improve our online and social media presences
which is how many of the younger generation will
find us. With some work and determination, we will
revive our struggling squadron and turn it into a
centerpiece of the Legion Family at Post 233.

April, May, June
Fri, April 12 First Responders Appreciation Dinner
Mon, May 27 Ride For America
Fri, June 21

Post Officer Installation Dinner

Remember to check the Event/Information table at
the Post for Additional Functions and Events.
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Jim Dennis was
awarded Legionnaire
of the Year for 2018
for his outstanding
service to our Post,
our Veterans, and the
community. Jim
works diligently as
both the Adjutant and
Service Officer for the
Post. Almost daily, we have a veteran or member of
our community in need come through our doors with a
request for help. Sometimes they are homeless and
need a place to rest for a couple of nights. Jim and our
Duty Officers complete a form and send them over to
the Whits Inn. Other times it is help for utilities, rent
or gas. Jim is able to get information and contact their
utility company or landlord to arrange for payment.
Sometimes it is bigger, they may need a handicap
ramp built or a deck repaired or replaced. He acts as
their sponsor to help them apply for a grant from the
Home Depot Foundation. This year alone, he has
received two grants and has applied for another in
support of our veterans. Jim Dennis, has been
instrumental in getting these documents through the
process, organizing the people to accomplish the
work, and personally working to complete these
projects. Our most recent project involved replacing a
very dangerous deck at the home of Mr. James Davis.
James is a veteran and Purple Heart recipient and has
recently joined our Post.

American Legion Post 233
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Busy days…...happy rewards
Post 233 was awarded a check from the Walmart
Foundation in the amount of $2,500 to further
promote our mission of helping Veterans and the
Community.

Operation Thankful
Thank you to all who donated food, money and time putting together
Thanksgiving baskets for families who needed a little extra help
making their turkey day the best ever. The goal was to put together
10 baskets but 17 baskets were distributed with makings for a full
turkey dinner. Next year lets double that number!

Over 200 people attended the
Annual Anniversary Dinner on
November 9th. Special guests
included Rey Martinez,
Loganville Mayor and Ben Stout,
Senior Field Coordinator, 10th
Congressional District. LTG
William B. Caldwell IV,
President of the GA Military
College gave a moving speech on
“Why People Serve in the
Military.” It was a night that
highlighted all the good that Post
233 does but only because of the
support of the members.

Approximately 400 people attended the Chili Cook Off sponsored
by ABATE. There were 7 teams that pulled out the all stops to
make the chili that would satisfy the most picky chili palate. There
was no fee to compete and awards were given to 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place with acknowledgment to people’s choice. The WINNER was
Metalhead Chili. No worries ABATE will host this function again
in November 2019. Looking now for “A Few Good Cooks!”

American Legion Post 233
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Busy days…...happy rewards
On Tuesday, November 13th, Post Commander Bill Dolan had the
privilege of attending the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps
(JROTC) Dining In. The evening was prepared and run
exclusively by the Cadets and included both serious speeches and
humorous antics. The purpose of the Dining In is primarily to give
the young men and women of the Walton County JROTC
program opportunity to celebrate with their family and friends
their many accomplishments of the year. Colonel Art Rosier, a
member of our Post, is their instructor. Art works daily to help the
youth of today grow into the leaders of tomorrow.
Rain or Shine mostly Rain and Rain did not keep almost 500 people on
December 1 from attending the First Annual Craft Fair at Post 233
The day was wet and gloomy but 56 vendors and countless buyers made our first Craft Fair a “Success.”
There were handmade crafts, food and unique gifts to entice even prudent buyers. The Boy Scouts provided a
barbecue lunch and the ROTC and Seabees helped with logistics from helping vendors move product to
cleanup of the post. Vendors were so impressed that most of them have already signed up for next year.
YES, we will be having our second Craft Fair on December 7, 2019.
424 hot dogs, over 450 photos
with Santa, more cookies than
we can count and many, many
pounds of Candy later along
with sticky tables, floors and
sugar buzzed children, the Kids
Christmas Party on December
18th was an AMAZING success.
The youthful laughter and very
lively energy made for a bunch of tired Legion
Family Members but give us 11 months to recuperate
and we will be ready for the kids again next year.

Santa and his Elves
Julie and Anna DeVries

For over 25 years American Legion Post 233 has
brought Christmas to children who may have not had a
gift to open on Christmas morning. Jerry and Violet
Mahaffey have pushed for toy donations and monetary
donations always striving to ensure that no child would be forgotten. In the last twenty five years Project
Secret Santa has helped over 720 families, 2330 kids and have received donations of toys and money with an
estimated value of $95,000. But Santa needed some special Elves so Jerry and Violet for over 20 years stuffed
stockings, put together toys and made sure every child on Christmas day had something to smile about. There
is no way to say Thank You to such an unbelievably caring couple. As they move on the spirit of Secret Santa
will continue but the next elves will have some big shoes to fill.

American Legion Post 233
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January 2019
Sunday

6
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

7
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
POST
CLOSED

2
7:00 pm10:00 pm
Super Bingo

3
7:30 pm
Bingo

4
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

5
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

8
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

9
7:30 pm
Bingo

10
7:30 pm
Bingo

11
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

12
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am

SAL
Meeting

8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

40/8
Meeting
13
2:00 pm
Bingo

20
11:30 pm2:30 pm
Oratorical
Contest

14
7:30 pm
Bingo

15
ALR
Meeting

16
ALR Lunch
Brunch

17
7:30 pm
Bingo

18
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

19
Active
Shooter
Situations
Opens 9 am
4-5 pm
SAL Meet &
Greet
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

Shriners
Meeting

7:30 pm
Bingo

21
7:30 pm
Bingo

22

23
7:30 pm
Bingo

24
7:30 pm
Bingo

25
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

26
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

28
7:30 pm
Bingo

29

30
7:30 pm
Bingo

31
7:30 pm
Bingo

2:00 pm
Bingo
27
2:00 pm
Bingo

Saturday
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February 2019
Sunday

3
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

4
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

5
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

Wednesday

6
7:30 pm
Bingo

Thursday

7
7:30 pm
Bingo

Friday

1
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

2
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

8
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

9
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am

SAL
Meeting

10
2:00 pm
Bingo

11
7:30 pm
Bingo

12
40/8
Meeting

8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music
13
ALR Lunch
Brunch
7:30 pm
Bingo

17
2:00 pm
Bingo

18
7:30 pm
Bingo

19
ALR
Meeting

14
8:00 am4:00 pm
Blood Drive

25
7:30 pm
Bingo

26

15
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

16
8:00 pm
Sweet Heart
Dance &
Live Music

22
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

23
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

7:30 pm
Bingo

20
7:30 pm
Bingo

21
7:30 pm
Bingo

27
7:30 pm
Bingo

28
7:30 pm
Bingo

Shriners
Meeting
24
2:00 pm
Bingo

Saturday
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March 2019
Sunday

3
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

4
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

5
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

Wednesday

6
7:30 pm
Bingo

Thursday

7
7:30 pm
Bingo

Friday

1
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

2
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

8
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

9
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am

SAL
Meeting

10
2:00 pm
Bingo

11
7:30 pm
Bingo

12
40/8
Meeting

8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music
13
ALR Lunch
Brunch

14
7:30 pm
Bingo

15
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

16
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

21
7:30 pm
Bingo

22
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

23
9:00 am-4:00
pm
Veterans
Info Workshop

7:30 pm
Bingo

17
2:00 pm
Bingo

18
7:30 pm
Bingo

19
ALR
Meeting

Saturday

20
7:30 pm
Bingo

Shriners
Meeting

8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music
24
2:00 pm
Bingo
31
2:00 pm
Bingo

25
7:30 pm
Bingo

26

27
7:30 pm
Bingo

28
7:30 pm
Bingo

29
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

30
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

Special Dates: Spring Department Conference at the
Sonesta Hotel in Duluth March 29– March 31, 2019
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 When groundhog day first came to PA, the groundhog instead of being the honoree, was
the entrée.
 There have been 13 Punxsutawney Phils in the last 120 years.
 The groundhog has accurately predicted the coming of spring only 39% of the time.
 40,000 people will go to Punxsutawney, PA to celebrate groundhog day. The town itself
only has 6,000 full-time residents.







144 million greeting cards are exchanged in the U.S. alone.
Candy hearts were originally medical lozenges.
Americans spent $19.6 billion in 2018 on Valentines Day.
Valentines Day averages 220,000 wedding proposals.
More than 9 million pet owners buy gifts for their pets.
Teachers receive the largest number of cards.

 George Washington owned a profitable whiskey distillery.
 Gerald Ford was a fashion model appearing on the cover of Cosmopolitan.
 Four presidents have received the Nobel Peace Prize including Theodore Roosevelt,
Woodrow Wilson, Jimmy Carter and Barack Obama.
 John Tyler had 15 children.
 Abraham Lincoln attended séances at the White House after his son died.
 Day Light Savings Time was proposed in 1895 in New Zealand by an entomologist who
wanted more time to do bug hunting, but the proposal was panned.
 WWI and WWII promoted the use of Day Light Savings Time in the U.S. as an
electricity saving measure. It was stopped when the wars ended.
 Studies have shown losing a hour of sleep increases the risk of heart attack and stroke.
 TV industry does not like when the clocks are set ahead because instead of watching TV
people will do more outdoor activities.
 Congress passed the Uniform Time Act of 1966 allowing states to make the decision to
recognize Day Light Savings Time.






St. Patrick was not born in Ireland but in Great Britain.
First St. Patrick Day was in Boston and not in Ireland.
Since 1962, Chicago dumps 40 tons of green dye into the Chicago River.
More than 13 million pints of Guinness get consumed.
Odds of finding a four-leaf clover are about 1 in 10,000.

American Legion Post 233
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$4.00 Kids
3-12

American Legion
Post 233 is the
optimal venue
for weddings,
receptions,
meetings and
parties of all
types.
Main Hall
600 Guests or
400 with Dance
Floor
Rental Director at
770-466-4728 or
marketing@gapost
233.com

Meeting Room
100 Guests
Pavilion
100 Guests

Patriots Grill
Hours

Monday, (Closed Tuesday), Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 5:00 pm—9:30 pm
Saturday
6:00 pm—11:30 pm
Sunday
12:00 pm—4:30 pm

American Legion Post #233 Loganville
GUN TALK 2019
“RUN HIDE FIGHT”
Location: American Legion Post #233 4635 Atlanta Highway
(Hwy. 78) Loganville, GA 30052
Date: Saturday, 01/19/19
Doors Open At: 9:00 AM Program Starts At: 10:00 AM
For More Info Contact: Stan Mauldin 770-978-1739
Light Refreshments will be available
SPEAKERS:
Loganville Police Department: Chief McHugh
Walton County Sheriff Department: To be announced
National Active Shooter Program/Johns Creek PD: LT. Todd Hood
This will be our 2nd annual Gun Talk presentation with three key speakers (listed on the flyer).
These three men are going to address several topics which including safety inside our city/county,
home defense, gun safety, gun rights and the Active Shooter Program. Written questions may be
presented before the program or you may ask your own questions once the speakers have
completed the presentation. We have invited key pillars of our city, county and legion to attend
so that they can answer questions you may have for them.
This event is open to ALL so please feel free to join us. Maybe you too, as I have found while
asking for support, will know why we call these men our heroes!!!

When the time to perform arrives, the time to prepare has
passed…BE READY!!!

