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Bill Dolan, commander@gapost233.com
Welcome to 2020, Happy New Year! As we begin a new decade, let us all be thankful
for the many blessings we have. As a Post, we are very fortunate to have so many
dedicated members who renew with us each year. We are even more blessed to have so
many volunteers who have helped us with our events and the day to day running of the
Post. Without all of you, we would not be able to have a Post! From your Commander,
THANK YOU!
We accomplished so many things over the last three months from our first annual
Children’s Halloween Party to the Veteran’s Day Celebration for the City of Loganville
to Secret Santa and the Children’s Christmas Party to name a few. Each of these events
brought in people who have never been to our Post before and generated several new
members.
We also have so much to look forward to this new year. We will have our first Blood
Drive of the year on Thursday February 13th. As Jerry mentioned at our last Post
meeting, it only takes one person to make a difference – You! We will have a special
Valentine’s Day Dance in February with a few twists to make it fun and interesting.
More to follow. We are also planning our annual Veteran’s Information Workshop for
April 4th. We plan to have representatives from the Veteran’s Administration, Georgia
Department of Veteran’s Services, Social Security Office, and so many more who will
be here to answer questions and provide assistance. This is a very popular event and
many of our own Veterans come to get their questions answered as well.
We were also able to make a significant difference in the lives of two special Veteran
families. One of the families contacted us a couple of days before they were going to be
evicted, they had tried all other options before they reached out to the Post. We were
able to assist them and keep them from being evicted. They were very grateful. Another
family is working with us and another Veteran Assistance organization called Operation
Rally Point. They are working to get the family into permanent housing and the Post
has been assisting with several nights at Whit’s Inn, and Thanksgiving Dinner, thanks to
the generous donation from Modern Woodmen of America Chapter 16810. We
continue to see many people each month come into the Post needing assistance both
Veteran and non-veteran. We assist as many as we can with rent, night’s at Whit’s Inn,
utility bills and even gas for their cars. This is in keeping with our Charter to assist
Veteran’s, their families, and our Community.
I recently had the honor of driving one of our Veteran’s to the VA Hospital in Atlanta
for a procedure. The driver has to wait at the hospital until the individual is discharged.
This particular procedure took less than 4 hours and we were able to get a nice breakfast
once we got back up here. He did ask me if we have a program for providing rides to
Veteran’s who need to get to their appointments. I told him we did not have anything
organized to do this. However, I will ask someone to investigate what options are
currently available and make that information available to our members.
For God and Country
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Sr. Vice Commander’s Report
Thom Williams, seniorvice@gapost233.com
It is tempting, when we look back, to categorize an entire year as “good” or “bad”. Often these retrospective
labels are based on how we are feeling at the end of the year and not really on the normal up and down cycles
we experience personally, or as an organization. Looking back on 2019, all of it, I can pinpoint several high and
low points for our Legion and our members. We celebrated 100 years of the American Legion and the Legion
Auxiliary and along the way we helped a great number of veterans and members of our community who came
through our doors. We had great times together and we shouldered the downturns and powered through them.
Looking back can be fun, it can be enlightening, but I prefer looking ahead.
What is the shape of 2020? What challenges will we face? What triumphs will we relish? Some of it we know
already, there are ever things we carry like luggage from one year into the next and some of it we will have to
discover and handle as it comes. Knowing that there will be things we did not foresee, and even some we could
not have foreseen, means we need to be both prepared and flexible. We need to ensure that we have sufficient
monetary and human capital to meet any situation while keeping up our support of veterans and community
members who need us. Key to that effort will be furthering our partnerships with other Non-Government
agencies in the area. This past year we have seen a fruitful partnership with Operation Rally Point, and we have
long term relationships with FISH in Monroe, St. Vincent De Paul, The Shepherd’s Staff and other local
non-profits. A former Mayor of Loganville was attempting to establish some coordination between all the
service organizations in the city, it was a great idea and one that we should be working to promote for the
future. Looking ahead we need to consider how we better define our lanes and support these organizations in
the same way they support us. Clearly, we and the other veteran’s fraternal organizations should take the lead in
helping local veterans and prioritize that kind of help while still supporting members of our community in need
where we can. We need to understand how we should work with the other organizations in our area to identify
those few that are abusing the trust of our good nature and we need to be cautious without becoming callous.
Some of this tightening up has already paid dividends here at the post. Bill and Mary Dolan did a great job with
the Secret Santa program and the change they made to require some form of proof of guardianship for any
children listed on the application meant that we were better assured that the people we worked so hard to help
are the people that really needed that help. I have said it before and I will say it again, this IS the work. All the
activity that we do to bring money into our coffers, all that we do and spend to keep the post a clean, pleasant
and safe place to play BINGO, dance, rent for your wedding or other events, and even just hang out with a
bunch of old veterans is important to the future of our post. Beyond that, the effort for each dollar in is met with
an equal effort to spend that money in support of the four pillars of the American Legion. I am not sure what
2020 will hold, but I am confident that we are preparing to meet the year head on.
Our members are a channel to be reckoned with! Please make sure when you are talking to friends and family
that you mention things going on at the post. Even if you cannot make it out to every event, we appreciate how
effective you are at helping us reach our most important audiences.

Life is a song - sing it. Life is a game - play it. Life
is a challenge - meet it. Life is a dream - realize
it. Life is a sacrifice - offer it. Life is love - enjoy
it.
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Auxiliary Report
Mary Nelson, President
flower4111@aol.com
Happy New Year!
I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays and was able to spend some quality time with
family and friends. December was very busy for the Auxiliary, but it gives us great
pride in knowing we were able to share some joy by giving of our time. We just celebrated 100 years of serving our veterans. Let’s continue to celebrate our century of service in 2020.
Our ALA National President, Nicole Clapp was welcomed to Georgia with a visit to Miona Michael’s grave
site, where she placed a wreath, in addition she explored the Veterans Memorial Park at the Walton County
Courthouse. A luncheon was also held at Unit 64 in Monroe.
Spring is just around the corner, which brings our community service project and also our Spring Conference.
I hope you are making plans to attend. Thanks everyone for a great 2019 and look forward to a great 2020.
For God and Country

Sons of the Legion (S.A.L)
Thom Williams, Commander
seniorvice@gapost233.com
Our squadron needs a goal for this year. We have members, we have a great facility that we share with the other
parts of the Legion family, but we are lacking a sense of SAL purpose. Let’s turn that around. I would like each
SAL member who reads this to send a couple of ideas for a project or charity donation or something we can
sink our teeth into this year. You can email your ideas to seniorvice@gapost233.com , you can call the post and
leave a message, you can mail them to the post, or you stop in and talk to the SAL commander, Thom
Williams, he is usually in the office on Wednesday evenings working BINGO and often in the Patriot’s Grill on
a Friday evening. Bring your ideas and let’s make 2020 the year that our squadron reengaged at the post! We
will have a separate SAL meeting just before the main meeting in February to decide on a goal and talk about
how we are going to get there.
From the Public Affairs Office
We continue to show strong results with our Facebook
and other marketing efforts. At the Children’s
Christmas Party in December we asked each adult who
came to the food table with their child or children how
they had heard about the event. Well over 50% said
they had seen it on Facebook, a few said that they had
seen it on the sign. We expected these sorts of results,
but what we did not expect was how many people said they had heard about it from a family member or family
friend who is a member of our post. In the marketing business we call each means of reaching out to our
consumers a channel. Our members are a channel to be reckoned with! Please make sure when you are talking
to friends and family that you mention things going on at the post. Even if you cannot make it out to every
event, we appreciate how effective you are at helping us reach our most important audiences.

American Legion Post 233

Page 4 of 14

Riders Report
Ordia Brown, Director
director@post233alr.com

The American Legion Riders of Post 233 closed out 2019 by sponsoring two veteran families for Christmas and
has great expectations for 2020. Presently, we are 52 members strong and are planning to have more impact
with veterans and our community.
As we move forward into the coming months we will be preparing for our biggest event of the year, Ride for
America, on May 25, 2020. We will be looking for sponsors to ensure we will continue to have a very
successful Ride for America. The CPL Jonathan Ayers Scholarship for 2020 is open through April 10, 2020 to
local high school seniors. Proceeds from Ride for America allow the CPL Jonathan Ayers Scholarship to be
presented yearly.
In April 2020, we will be making another heart touching visit and serving lunch to Veterans at the Georgia War
Veterans Home in Milledgeville, GA. We thank God for allowing our membership to grow and providing the
resources so we can continually support our veterans and community. We will be setting the standard for all
American Legion Riders in the state of Georgia to emulate.

Busy days…...happy rewards
American Legion Post 233 Blood Drives
Blood donations made this year: 166
Blood donations needed each year to sustain patient needs: 4,745,000
People it takes to make a difference: 1 – YOU
Loving memories made by blood donation recipients: Infinite

Mission Statement
Whether a service member is preparing for a transition into the civilian world,
or is currently struggling after their term of service has ended, Operation
Rally Point wants to help. By offering in-house programs designed to prepare
veterans for the civilian community, as well as coordinating services with
volunteers and organizations in the region, our aim is to be an invaluable resource to area veterans. By raising
awareness, and partnering with local leaders and businesses, Operation Rally Point is assembling a coalition
designed to aid the brave men and women who’ve sacrificed so much for our nation. More information is
available at info@oprallypoint.org.
Operation Rally Point recently partnered with American Legion Post 233 to help a Veteran and his family in
their time of need. With no where to live, no job and no transportation this Veteran was reaching out and found
Rally Point and the Loganville American Legion. Rally Point purchased a car for him and the American Legion
has been putting the family up at the Whits Inn while they wait for their housing to be approved. These two
organizations support their missions on helping Veterans and their Families.
If you know Veterans who need some help and support in their lives contact American Legion Service Officer
Brian Blair at 770-466-4728. Sometimes our Veterans just need to know someone cares!

American Legion Post 233
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Busy days…...happy rewards
American Legion Post 233 has been very active in the last 3
months serving our Veterans and our Community. It is our
members that support the mission and vision of the Post. Below
is a breakdown of the people who have been helped and type of
service provided.
Month

Number of
People

Lodging Nights

Assistance with Utility Bills,
Rent, Vehicle Gas

Meals

October

22

37

$862.89

2

November

19

42

$3,172.60

0

December

6

19

$420.00

0

October 5, 2019
Wow what a great day! 56 vendor tables were sold and the buyers and sellers filled the post hall. The day
started with the Country Breakfast which was a huge success despite all the mechanical failures. The oven in
the main kitchen went out and the heating unit in the oven located in Pavilion Building also went out. But no
problem for our superman Mike Burwell who was at Home Depot at 7:00 am in the pouring rain to buy a
heating unit. Thank you to Ordia Brown, Regis Stamey, Mike Burwell and Jack Frost for ensuring no matter
what the problem we got our bacon!
Thanks to Sue Burwell on registration, Krista Windham for selling $320.00 in raffle tickets for Secret Santa,
Julie DeVries for helping to decorate the hall, and of course Becky Bower and Frank Beebe for keeping the
drink and food orders straight.
There were several hundred folks buying crafts that day. The vendors were so happy with the Post Facilities
and Event organization they keep asking for more. So on to our Christmas Craft Fair……………….

Be Afraid….Be Very Afraid……
Close to 150 kids came to the first ever Kids Halloween Party on October 25th at Post
233 which was the brain child of Julie DeVries. There were games, hot dogs, drinks
and scary music. But best of all CANDY BAGS! The kids came in with scary to sweet
costumes and by the screams of the kids or was that of the volunteers it appeared all
had a great time. Parents were so happy to have a save place to take the kids to and
asked the Post to do it again next year.
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Busy days…...happy rewards
November 5, 2019
A Veterans Day Banner was presented to
American Legion Post 233 from
Scholars Guild Academy Loganville.
Service Coordinator Nanette Klinect presented
the banner to Commander Bill Dolan.

On November 5, 2019 the Auxiliary along with BD (Becton-Dickinson) placed the honor crosses along Route
78 in front of American Legion Post 233. These crosses represent all Veterans who participated in conflicts
since WW1 totaling this year at 331. The crosses are left in place until one week after Veterans Day to enable
folks who travel on the busiest street in Loganville to pay their respect to the Veterans who served their country
and fought to make each day safe for families back home.

“A national flag that is worn beyond repair may be burned in a fire.
The ceremony should be conducted with dignity and respect.”
November 6, 2019
Sharon Elementary School in Loganville on November 6, 2019 asked Post 233 and the Color Guard
to come to their school to do a Flag Disposal Ceremony for the student body. There were over 300
children who gathered outdoors to participate in the ceremony. The choir sang a patriotic song in
honor of Veterans Day while the Post Color Guard carried out this solemn ceremony. It was very
moving to see that children are learning to respect and honor the flag that represents the country they
live in.

American Legion Post 233
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Busy days…...happy rewards

Cathy Powers with American Legion Riders and Mayor Rey Martinez
November 5, 2019

I'm Running Fir Wreaths
Cathy Powers is a Gold Star Mother who is running 1,000 miles (with a portion in every state) in honor of her
son, Senior Airman Bryce Kenneth Powers, U.S. Air Force. She is doing this while raising funds to sponsor
veterans wreath to be placed at Arlington National Cemetery next December as part of Wreaths Across
America. Bryce passed away on April 26, 2013, 6.5 months after a motor vehicle accident placed him in a
coma. He is now buried at Arlington National Cemetery. After the death of her son, Powers struggled with grief
and turned to food in an attempt to numb her pain reaching nearly 300 lbs. During these dark years while
visiting the grave of her son she found a beautiful live balsam fir wreath on her son’s grave along with
thousands more covering each of the headstones at the cemetery. They had been put there by Wreaths Across
America. This gesture started her on her road to healing and her hope returned. Today, Powers is 140 lbs
lighter, runs regularly and not only lives for herself, but for her son.”I learned so much from the mission of
Wreaths Across America. This is not about decorating graves, it is about honoring and remembering their lives,
and my son’s life...being part of Wreaths Across America makes me feel like I’m alive.”
Cathy Powers chose American Legion Post 233 to present a live wreath to after completing her run in the
state of Georgia. Our post out of the many Veteran Service organizations in the area was chosen
because of the active and hands-on work we do for our Veterans and their Family.
American Legion Post 233 held their 73rd Annual Anniversary Dinner on November 8,
2019. The food was good but the company was even better. Our special guest was
Loganville Mayor Rey Martinez who is also a member of
Post 233. Our own Regis Stamey sang a beautiful
rendition of the Star Spangled Banner to start the
program. Honored were Auxiliary Unit Member of the
Year Jean Kelley, ALR Rider of the Year Thom
Williams, SAL Member of the Year Jim Dennis and
Legionnaire of the Year Thom Williams. The Auxiliary
also celebrated 100 years of service helping Veterans.
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Busy days…...happy rewards
The Post was honored to be able to host the City of Loganville Veterans Day
Ceremony on November 22, 2019. The Mayor and other dignitaries were present for
this event. Lunch was provided to those in attendance. Lunch was from the Masters
Table and was provided by the Tim Stewart Family. Many Thanks to Stan Mauldin
for working with the city officials to make this a successful event for the Post.
Commander Bill Dolan and a number of the American Legion Riders made a
their quarterly visit to the Retreat at Loganville (Formerly known as Southern
Plantation) in November to visit approximately 30 Veterans. Just one hour gives
these Veterans the knowledge that they are not forgotten.

December 7, 2019
Christmas Craft Fair
A 9 Foot Reindeer….Oh My! This was just one of the unusual and unique
products available at the Christmas Craft Fair. Vendors occupied 57 tables and over 400 people came
through the doors looking for that perfect Christmas gift. There were baked goods, Christmas
decorations, custom knives and pens, wood crafts of every size and type, dolls, clothing and the list
goes on and on. There may even have been a Santa sighting doing some shopping! Buyers and Sellers
alike enjoyed the full Country Breakfast put on by the American Legion Riders and kept the post
kitchen busy at lunchtime. No Grinches this year so yes Cindy Lou Who there will be another
Christmas Craft Fair next year.
The Children’s Christmas Party was held on December 17th at the American
Legion Post. Thanks to our many volunteers and their nerves of steel, more than
200+ children got to meet with Santa and get a picture taken by Mrs. Claus. There
was a cookie decorating table with frosting flying everywhere, hot dogs and
drinks, and a Christmas Candy Bag. Each child got a small gift from Santa and
thanks to our very own Glenn Brumbelow (Country) and BD (Becton-Dickinson)
each child went home with a personalized decoration for their tree.

Special Thanks: For those who don’t know Glenn “Country” Brumbelow is a member of our post. He cut
out each handmade wood ornament and donated over 400 to give out a the Children’s Christmas Party.
BD (Becton-Dickinson) is a medical technology company located in Covington, GA. They have an employee
group called VETS-ARG who are veterans themselves, family of vets or just want to support veterans. They
took each ornament and decorated every one of them. BD also worked with the Auxiliary this year to send
packages to soldiers and helped put up the honor crosses.
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Busy days…...happy rewards
Disco Ball, strobe lights and music from the 1970’s how much more could
someone ask for in a dance? Much more…...Polyester everywhere, platform
shoes, big frizzy hair and everyone getting on their “groove thing.” DJ Bigtime
kept up the energy while folks danced to the number one songs of the 70’s. This
dance was a hit!

Elvis Sighting……...Winning Best Costume

SECRET SANTA

Each year Post 233 sponsors a Secret Santa Program.
This program identifies children who if not for the help
of Secret Santa may not have toys to open on Christmas
morning. This is done through applications, help requests
through partner organizations and the Auxiliary. This
year thanks to the generosity of: Cedar Creek Golf
Course, Jamie Green Ink, Thom & Nina Williams, John
“Doc” & Sheila Stenner and so many more of our
members who gave donations or toys Post 233 was able
to help over 500 children. The toys were given out on
December 21st to many grateful parents and
organizations. Thanks Post 233 for making this
Christmas so special for so many children.

HAPPY NEW YEAR AMERICAN LEGION POST 233
The New Year was welcomed in with a lot of hoop and holler at midnight.
While sipping Champagne Mimosas folks gave thanks for 2019 and welcomed
whatever new adventures that will come with 2020. The ever popular Chris
Hampton Band kept everyone dancing. The hall was decorated, drinks were
plenty and our extraordinary kitchen was available for orders. We saw a lot of
our regular faces but there were a lot of new ones also. The hall was packed
and thanks to our “Dance Man” Mike Burwell folks said they would be coming
back for more.

Feeding the Homeless
What do we do with some of the leftover
food after one of our functions? Thanks
to Shawn Leftwich of HBH Highly
Favor Center/Weekend Warriors located
here in Loganville, many homeless have
received some warm meals thanks to
Post 233. One call and she picks up
leftover food and feeds the homeless
immediately.
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January 2020
Sunday

5
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

6
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

7
8:00 pm
Post
Meeting

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
NEW
YEARS
DAY
CLOSED

2
7:30 pm
Bingo

3
7:00 pm
Double Bingo

4
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

8
7:30 pm
Bingo

9
7:30 pm
Bingo

10
Spaghetti
Night
Patriots Grill

11
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

12
2:00 pm
Bingo

13
7:30 pm
Bingo

14
40/8
Meeting

15
ALR Lunch
Brunch

16
7:30 pm
Bingo

17
Taco Night
Patriots Grill

18
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

22
7:30 pm
Bingo

23
7:30 pm
Bingo

24
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

25
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

29
7:30 pm
Bingo

30
7:30 pm
Bingo

31
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

7:30 pm
Bingo
19
2:00 pm
Bingo

20
7:30 pm
Bingo

21
ALR
Meeting
Shriners
Meeting

26
2:00 pm
Bingo

27
7:30 pm
Bingo

28
6:00 pm
Executive
Committee
Meeting
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February 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music
2
2:00 pm
Bingo

3
7:30 pm
Bingo

4
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

5
7:30 pm
Bingo

6
7:30 pm
Bingo

7
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

SAL
Meeting

9
2:00 pm
Bingo

16
2:00 pm
Bingo

10
7:30 pm
Bingo

17
7:30 pm
Bingo

11
40/8
Meeting

18
ALR
Meeting

8
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

12
ALR Lunch
Brunch

13
Blood Drive
10am-3pm

14
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

15
8:00 pm
Valentine’s
Day Dance
with DJ
Bigtime

7:30 pm
Bingo

7:30 pm
Bingo

19
7:30 pm
Bingo

20
7:30 pm
Bingo

21
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

22
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

26
7:30 pm
Bingo

27
7:30 pm
Bingo

28
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

29
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

Shriners
Meeting

23
2:00 pm
Bingo

24
7:30 pm
Bingo

25
6:00 pm
Executive
Committee
Meeting
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March 2020
Sunday

1
2:00 pm
Bingo

Monday

2
7:30 pm
Bingo

Tuesday

3
7:00 pm
Post 233
Meeting

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
7:30 pm
Bingo

5
7:30 pm
Bingo

6
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

7
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

11
7:30 pm
Bingo

12
7:30 pm
Bingo

13
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

14
ALR
Country
Breakfast
8-11 am

SAL
Meeting
8
2:00 pm
Bingo

9
7:30 pm
Bingo

10
40/8
Meeting

8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music
15
2:00 pm
Bingo

16
7:30 pm
Bingo

17
ALR
Meeting

19
ALR Lunch
Brunch

Shriners
Meeting

7:30 pm
Bingo

25
7:30 pm
Bingo

22
2:00 pm
Bingo

23
7:30 pm
Bingo

24
6:00 pm
Executive
Committee
Meeting

29
2:00 pm
Bingo

30
7:30 pm
Bingo

31
CLOSED

13
7:30 pm
Bingo

20
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

21
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

26
7:30 pm
Bingo

27
Happy Hour
Patriots Grill

28
8:00 pm
Dance &
Live Music

American Legion Post 233

$7.00 Adults
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$4.00 Kids
3-12

American Legion
Post 233 is the
optimal venue
for weddings,
receptions,
meetings and
parties of all
types.
Main Hall
300 Guests or
200 with Dance
Floor
Rental Director at
770-466-4728 or
marketing@gapost
233.com

Meeting Room
100 Guests
Pavilion
100 Guests

Patriots Grill
Hours

Monday, (Closed Tuesday), Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 5:00 pm—9:30 pm
Saturday
6:00 pm—11:30 pm
Sunday
12:00 pm—4:30 pm

Valentines Day
Dance
February 15
8 PM—11 PM

Valentine Day is for lovers or is it! Hold your love one close
while dancing to Endless Love or maybe your theme song
for this day is These Boots are Made for Walking.
Reservations recommended.

Veterans
Information
Workshop
April 4

Multiple types of businesses and organizations geared to
help veterans and their families will be present. From VA
questions, to buying a house or getting some much needed
help. Mark your calendar!

Ride For America
May 25
6:00 AM—3:00 PM

More Information
Coming

Surfs Up: Life is
a Beach Dance
June 20
8 PM—11 PM

Put on your flip flops, grab the surf board and get a pina
colada at the Tiki Bar. Dance to your favorite beach music
with DJ Bigtime.

July 4th
Celebration

Best place to celebrate the Fourth of July is at the
American Legion Post in Loganville. Food, entertainment,
games and good company.

Every
Saturday Night
8:00 PM-11:30 PM

Country Breakfast Buffet
Second Saturday Each Month
8:00 AM-11:00 AM

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday starting 2:00 PM

