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Greetings My Fellow Legionnaire’s 
 
This will be my final Commander’s Corner as I will be leaving office on 1 July. It has been my honor 
to serve as your Commander for the last two years. We have accomplished many things and 
helped hundreds of Veterans, their families and members of our community. Our Post is one of the 
most active Post’s in the State when it comes to helping those around us. We routinely have  
Veterans and members of our community come into the Post in dire need of assistance and we do 
all we can to help them. Many are facing eviction, having their utilities cut off, or having nowhere to 
sleep but the streets. We do what we can and for those we cannot help, we refer them to other  
organizations in our immediate area who may be able to assist them. We don’t win any awards 
from the Department or National for this work, but we do win the hearts of those we help. I’ll take 
that over an award any day of the week. All of us volunteer our time to make a difference and I’m 
here to tell you that you do, every day! Whether it is painting baseboards, tacking in quarter round, 
standing duty so we can address the needs of people coming to our doors, helping with the  
Children’s Christmas Party, decorating for a special event anything and everything you do counts, 
Thank You! 
 

The new Commander will have a lot to do with restarting the Post activities in this new era of Social 
Distancing. We are planning to open on June 14

th
, but that is only if the Governor and the 

Department give us the “All Clear”. Even then, I would expect there will still be social distancing 
rules in place until we get a vaccine for this virus. That could be a year or more away, so don’t let 
your guard down, stay safe and stay well. The Executive Committee will be meeting shortly to vote 
in the new Officers and Executive Committee Members. Once we know who they are, you will 
know. Whatever the results, the new Commander will need your help with all the various activities 
of the Post. Your volunteer time helps save the Post money by not having to pay someone to do the 
work. This downtime has been very hard on our Post finances. We are solvent, but we have not 
had any income for over three months, but are still incurring normal expenses like utilities, services, 
and other costs that can not be avoided. So anywhere you think you can help volunteer, please 
step up and assist where you can, it will make a big difference to the Post! 
 

I would like to thank everyone who made my time as Commander a success. I didn’t make all the 

wonderful things we do just happen, it took many people, long hours, and even some blood, sweat 

and tears!  First and most importantly, I want to thank my wife Mary. She has been my right arm, 

ally, and conscience to ensure that everything we did was for the benefit of the Post and the people 

we serve. She spent the last year as the Adjutant managing the Membership, the staff, inventory, 

orders, and in her “Free” time she put together some of the best events we have ever had. The  

special dances and Craft Fairs were money makers for the Post but they also served as a way to let 

the public know what we do as the American Legion. I could not have done this without her love, 

help and support. To my Officers and the Executive Committee Members, thank you. As you well 

know, duty is one of the hardest things to get worked out but it makes all the difference in the world 

with running of the Post.  

Barrett-Davis-Watson  

Post 233    
June 1, 2020 



 

  

To Anitia Owens, OUR BINGO LADY, Thank you a million times over! Our Post is very lucky to have 
such a dedicated person willing to work the long hours and do whatever it takes to keep Bingo up 
and running. To Mary Nelson and all the members of the Auxiliary...Thank you for your support,  
cooperation, assistance, and most of all your patience! Thom Williams and Ordia Brown as Directors 
of the ALR, Thank you and all of your Riders for your support and assistance in so many ways and 
on so many occasions! To Past Commanders James Carmona and Stan Mauldin, Thank you for 
sharing your wisdom and experience, it was invaluable. To all of our Post Members, George, Gene, 
Brian, Dan, Gary, Jack, Mike, Ron, James, Bob, Reggie, Ralph, Steven, Ken, John, Richard, 
Charles, Doc, Paul, Jeff and all the rest who come to the Meetings, Thank You for your dedication to 
our Post, we need each and every one of you. To Jerry and Violet Mahaffey, Thank You for all you 
do for the Post, especially the Blood Drive which is so important. To Mike and Sue Burwell, Thank 
you for being there as both the Maintenance man and the consummate greeters to our visitors who 
come to dance and listen to the Bands. I don’t know how you do it every week, but I certainly thank 
you for being there. To Jack and Barbara Wade, Thank You for all you do for the Post, especially as 
the Color Guard Commander and the Walton County Voting Poll Worker Manager. All of you have 
made a difference and helped in ways that most can’t even imagine. I Thank all of you for being 
there and helping our Veterans, their families and our Community. Frank, Lisa, Sara, Cher, and 
Oliver, Thank you for all your hard work. You are the first person most of our guests and customers 
see, you have made them feel welcome and fed them well. Please keep up the great work. Thank 
you to our friends from Becton Dickenson (BD) who have been here to help put up the Crosses for 
every holiday, packed our boxes for our soldiers overseas, and decorated all of our Christmas Tree 
Ornaments, which were a big hit at our annual Christmas Party. Your thoughtfulness and selfless 
actions have helped so many, Thank you to Shaun and all of your team at BD! 
 

I would also like to give a special word of thanks to our youth activity folks. Captain Julie DeVries 

with the Civil Air Patrol Squadron. Thank you for introducing your young folks to the American  

Legion, something they might otherwise have never known if you hadn’t moved to the Post.  

Lieutenant Carol Smith and Ensign Kelly Mason and their Seabee Squadron. Thank you for having 

your folks out on the Parking Lot doing PT in the GA heat, your efforts are building the sailors of the 

future. Matt Clifton who represents both the Boy Scout Troop and Cub Scout Pack. You and the 

other Scout leaders are working to teach your young charges about honesty, integrity, and being  

decent human beings. All of you should be proud of the work you are doing to help our young folks 

grow into the adults of the future! You never know, there may be a future President, Congressional 

Representative, Senator, Governor, or Supreme Court Justice in our midst and the efforts you make 

today may propel them to future heights! If I have overlooked anyone, please forgive me, you have 

all made such a difference in what we have been able to accomplish over the last two years. Thank 

you all!  
 

God Bless each and every one of you. Be safe and well until we meet again. 
 

Bill Dolan 

Commanders Corner Continued 

These days we are  
living may not be 
the norm but they 

can be the best. Smile and laugh each 
day. It will make people nervous. 


